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BILL NO. G-13-05-32 

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. S-__ 

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING VARIABLE 
CONVEYANCE CHARGES FOR CONTRACT SEWER 

CUSTOMERS, RATIFYING CONVEYANCE CHARGES FOR 
CONTRACT SEWER CUSTOMERS AND AMENDING 

CHAPTER 51 OF THE CITY OF FORT WAYNE CODE OF 
ORDANCES 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Indiana Code 36-9-23-26, the Common 

Council of the City of Fort Wayne, Indiana has enacted a User Charge 

System and a Sewer Use Ordinance as contained in Chapter 51 of the Fort 

Wayne Code of Ordinances; and 

WHEREAS, the Fort Wayne Code of Ordinances calls for an annual 

review of the Water Pollution Control Utility's current service charges and 

surcharges by the Board of Public Works to determine whether said charges 

provide sufficient revenue to offset the cost of all treatment works operation 

and maintenance provided by the Utility, including the cost of management, 

system repair and replacement, debt retirement and the costs incidental to 

the Utility operation; and 

WHEREAS, Indiana Code 8-1.5-3-8 states that rates and charges of 

municipally owned utilities are unlawful if they are too low to produce income 

sufficient to maintain the utility property in a sound physical condition to 

render adequate and efficient services; and 

WHEREAS, the Fort Wayne Water Pollution Control Utility has 

incorporated plans for the treatment plant, sewer capacity and water quality 

capital projects into the Sewer Capital Improvement Program; and 

WHEREAS, the Water Pollution Control Utility's capital, operation and 

maintenance costs have been examined by a cost of service study 
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II 
II 
II 

completed in June 2009, which allocates the costs of the utility across 

customer classes; and 

WHEREAS, upon review of the Sewer Capital Improvement Program, 

operation and maintenance costs and the cost of service study, the Board of 

Public Works of the City of Fort Wayne Indiana, in accordance with IC 36-9-

23-25 recommends that existing rates and charges for the use of and 

services rendered by the Water Pollution Control Utility do not provide 

sufficient revenue to: 

(a) Pay all expenses incidental to the operation of the sewage works 

including legal expenses, maintenance costs, operating charges, repairs, 

lease rentals, and interest charges on bonds or other obligations; and 

(b) Provide the sinking fund required by IC 36-9-23-21 for proposed debt; 
and 

(c) Provide adequate money to be used as working capital; and 
(c) Provide adequate money for improving and replacing the works; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Public Works recommends that an 

adjustment to the conveyance rates charged to contract customers of the 

Fort Wayne Water Pollution Control Utility as set forth in "Exhibit A" is 

necessary to meet the requirements of IC 36-9-23-25; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Public Works has approved sewer 

conveyance rates for contract customers since 1997. 

WHEREAS, the Common Council of Fort Wayne finds it in the best 

interest of the Fort Wayne Water Pollution Control Utility to ratify and approve 

the sewer conveyance rates for contract customers set by the Board of 

Public Works from 1997-2012 and to approve new sewer conveyance rates 

for contract customers as shown in Exhibit A attached to this Ordinance. 
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WHEREAS, the Fort Wayne Water Pollution Control Utility has private 

water exemption meters for customers that use water which is not 

discharged to the sewer; and 

WHEREAS, the Fort Wayne Water Pollution Control Utility staff 

reviewed the cost of reading private water exemption meters including but 

not limited to deduct, adduct and private well meters; and 

WHEREAS, after said review the Fort Wayne Water Pollution Control 

Utility staff deemed private water exemption meter reading as inefficient and 

as a non-uniform cost to the Utility's customers; and 

WHEREAS, the Fort Wayne Water Pollution Control Utility staff 

recommend an amendment to Chapter 51 of the Fort Wayne Code of 

Ordinances the property owner or person in charge of the property 

responsible for private water exemption meters for reading said meters. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COMMON 

COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF FORT WAYNE, INDIANA: 

SECTION 1. That in order to provide income sufficient to maintain the · 

utility property in sound physical and financial condition to render adequate 

and efficient service to its users while implementing requirements of the EPA 

and the Utility's approved Capital Improvement Plan, to adjust the City of Fort 

Wayne Code Section 51.074 Wholesale Contract Customers- Unit and 

other Charges, (B) Variable Charge (per 100 cubic feet) as shown in "Exhibit 

A" attached hereto. 

SECTION 2. That the Wholesale Contract Customer Variable 

Charges adopted by Board of Works from 1997-2012 be ratified and 

approved and that the adjustments to such charges as shown in "Exhibit A" 
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attached hereto be approved and become effective on the dates shown on 

"Exhibit A". 

SECTION 3. That Section 51.067 be amended as follows: 

(A) Where a significant portion of the metered water does not and cannot 

enter the sewerage system, either directly or indirectly, the person having 

charge of the property may request permission from the city to install at the 

user's expense either an approved meter or meters to determine the quantity 

of water that cannot enter the sewerage system or an approved sewage 

measuring device or devices to determine the volume of sewage that actually 

enters the sewerage system. In any case the service charge shall be based 

on the quantity of water that can or actually does enter the public sewers but 

in no case shall it be less th~n the minimum charge for the class of user 

served. Plans and specifications for all such meters shall be submitted to the 

Superintendent of the Water Pollution Control Plan and approved prior to 

installation. 

(B) Unless otherwise provided in this section, the private water exemption 

meters including deduct, adduct and well meter(s) shall be read by the 

customer or the person having charge of the property. Exemption meter 

reads shall be reported to City Utilities by a date as required by City Utilities. 

Only exemption meter reads taken within a period of time set by City Utilities 

during the billing cycle will be deducted from the monthly city utility charge. 

City Utilities staff shall audit the exemption meter reads annually. If 

there is a difference between the exemption meter read and the audit, 

a correction bill or credit will be issued to the customer's account. 

Customers with private water exemption meters including deduct, 

adduct, and well meter(s) may request City Utilities staff to read the 

private water exemption meter(s) for a monthly fee of $20.00 for each 
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private exemption account and $8.00 for each private exemption 

meter associated with the private exemption account. In the event a 

customer with a private water exemption meter does not report their 

meter read to City Utilities, City Utilities may read the private water 

exemption meter for a fee of $20.00 for each private exemption 

account and $8.00 for each private exemption meter associated with 

the private exemption account 

SECTION 4. That this Ordinance shall be in full force and upon 

passage and approval by the Mayor. 

Council Member 

APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGALITY 

Carol Helton, City Attorney 
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EXHIBIT A 

FORT WAYNE MUNICIPAL SEWAGE WORKS 
City of Fort Wayne 

Table of Sewage Works Contract Customer Conveyance Rates 

Variable Conveyance Charges 

Grabill ** Capital, Collection & Conveyance 

Institutional Power Plant ** Capital, Collection & Conveyance 

Leo~Ceda rville ** Capital/ Colfection & Conveyance 

Maysville ** Capital, Collection & Conveyance 

New Haven ** Capital, Collection & Conveyance 

Allen County Regional Water and Sewer District 

Arcola ** capital, Collection & Conveyance 

Canyon Run ** Capital, Collection & Conveyance 

Hessen Cassel . ** Capital, Collection & Conveyance 

Mayhew ** Capital, Collection & Conveyance 

Muldoon ** Capital, Collection & Conveyance 

Monroeville/US 27 ** Capital, Collection & Conveyance 

Riverhaven ** Capital, Collection & Conveyance 

WT, Tillman, Trentman ** Capital, Collection & Conveyance 

Winchester, Dod a ne ** Capital, Collection & Conveyance 

Bostick ** Capital, Collection & Conveyance 

Notes: 
Treatement rates were approved via Council Ordinance# G~09~05~08 

** Convenyence rates to be effective July 1, 2013 were Increased over the 
prior year by 9%, consiste,nt with treatment charges over the same 
period. 

(Per 100 Cubic Feet) 
Effective 

Julv 1. 2013 

0.5327 

2.7965 

0.4576 

0.5087 

0.0685 

2.1715 

1.6802 

1.0088 

2.3113 

1.5684 

1.0088 

0.5505 

1.0088 

1,5684 

1.5684 



City Utilities 
Business Services 

Interoffice Memo 
Date: 

To: 

From: 

RE: 

May22,2013 

Common Council Members 

Len Poehler, Deputy Director Business Services, Fort Wayne City Utilities 

Revisions to Chapter 51: Sewers 

The City requests that this Council apptove the following revisions to Chapter 51: 
Sewers, as follows: 

1. In 2009, this Council approved a 5 year wastewater rate plan for all rates and for 
all customers, except the conveyance portion of contract customer rates. The intent 
was for those rates to be revisited annually. The attached Exhibit A sets new 
conveyance rates for contract customers in a manner that is consistent with all other 
customers as well as consistent with the guidance from the original 2009 Cost of 
Service Study. Effective date of the rates is as noted in Exhibit A. 

2. As a cost reduction effort, the Utilities will discontinue the reading of meters that 
measure water used in a customer's product or used to cool their facilities. Instead 
City Utilities is developing a convenient internet solution to have customers read and 
post their own meter data. If customers do not want to read their own meters, this 
ordinance establishes a meter reading fee to reimburse the utility for the cost to 
provide the meter reading service. The meter reading fee will go into effect on 
January 1, 2014. 

3. Ratification of the Wholesale Contract Customer Variable Charge set by the Board 
of Works from 1997-2012 by this Common Council. 

CC: BOW 
Kumar Menon 
Diane Brown 
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