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BILL NO. G-15-03-23 

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. G- __ _ 

AN ORDINANCE REPEALING AND REPLACING 
CHAPTER 102: PRIVATE EMERGENCY ALARM 
SYSTEMS IN ITS ENTIRETY. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL 

OF THE CITY OF FORT WAYNE, INDIANA: 

SECTION 1. That Chapter 102: PRIVATE EMERGENCY ALARM SYSTEMS, of 

the City of Fort Wayne, Indiana Code of Ordinances, be repealed and replaced in its 

entirety as follows: 

CHAPTER 102: PRIVATE EMERGENCY ALARM SYSTEMS 

Section 

102.01 Definitions 

102.02 Licenses 

102.03 Issuance of Licenses 

102.04 Automatic telephone dial devices prohibited 

102.05 Audible alarm 

102.06 Validity of alarms 

102.07 False alarm penalties and enforcement 

102.08 Effective date 

§ 102.01 DEFINITIONS. 

ALARM AGENT. Any person who is employed by an alarm company either 

directly or indirectly, whose duties include selling, maintaining, leasing, servicing, 
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repairing, altering, replacing, moving or installing on or in any building, structure, 

facility or grounds any alann system. 

ALARM COMPANY. Any person or entity whether an individual, partnership, 

corporation, or other entity selling, leasing, maintaining, servicing, repairing, 

altering, replacing, removing, or installing any alarm system or causing to be sold, 

leased, maintained, serviced, repaired, altered, replaced, removed, or installed any 

almm system in or any building, structure or facility. 

ALARM SYSTEM. 

(1) An assembly of equipment and devices arranged to signal the presence 

of a hazard requiring attention and to which Police or Fire Department personnel are 

expected to respond. Alarm systems include thos.e through which public safety 

personnel are notified directly of such signals through automatic recording devices or 

are notified indirectly by way of third persons who monitor the alarm systems and 

who repott such signals to the Consolidated Communications Partnership. Alarm 

systems also include those designed to register a signal which is audible, visible or in 

other ways perceptible outside a protected building, structure or facility as to notifY 

persons in the neighborhood beyond the zoning lot where the signal is located who in 

tum may notify the appropriate emergency provider of the signal. Alarm systems do 

not include auxiliary devices installed by telephone companies to protect telephone 

equipment or systems which might be damaged or disrupted by the use of an alarm 

system. Alarm system shall include the terms "automatic" or "manual hold up alatm 

system," "burglar alarm systems," "security alarm systems," and "automatic" or 

"manual fire alarm systems." 

(2) Almm system does not include audible alarms fixed to automobiles or 

other vehicles; or smoke detectors for dwellings which are not connected to a 

monitoring agency. 

ALARM USER. Any person, fitm, partnership, association, corporation, 

company, or other entity or organization of any kind having ownership or control (as 
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a tenant, owner or otherwise) of any dwelling or commercial building, structure, or 

facility where an alann system is maintained or activated. 

AUDIBLE ALARM. A device designed for the detection of a condition that 

would result in a public safety response on the premises, which generates an audible 

sound on the premises when it is activated. 

AUTOMATIC TELEPHONE DIALING DEVICE. A device which is 

interconnected to an almm system which automatically sends a pre-recorded 

message or coded signal to a law enforcement agency indicating the activation of the 

alarm system or a device which is interconnected to telephone lines and is 

programmed to select a pre-determined number and transmit by voice message or 

code signal and emergency message indicating a need for emergency response. 

COMMERCIAL BUILDING. A commercial building is any building or 

portion thereof which is not a one, two, three, or multi-fmnily dwelling. 

DWELLING. A building or potiion therefore used primm·ily as a place of 

abode for one or more human beings, but not including hotels, lodging or boarding 

houses or tourist homes. 

DWELLING- MULTI-FAMILY. A building or portion thereof used for 

occupancy by four or more families living independently of each other. 

DWELLING - ONE FAMILY. A building used for occupmcy by one 

fmnily. 

DWELLING- THREE FAMILY. A building used for occupancy by three 

families living independently of each other. 

DWELLING - TWO FAMILY. A building used for occupancy by two 

families living independently of each other. 
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DWELLING UNIT. A dwelling or a portion of a dwelling or of an 

apartment or hotel used by one family for cooking, living, and sleeping purposes. 

EXEMPTED FACILITY OR ENTITY. The following facilities or entities 

shall be exempted from the payment of penalties for false alarms as designated in 

this section: 

(1) Long term care facility as defined in IC 12-7-2-125.5; 

(2) Nursing facilities as defined in IC 12-7-2-133; 

(3) Private psychiatric institutions as defined in IC 12-7-2-145 and IC 12-

15-18-3; 

(4) Psychiatric hospitals as defined in IC 12-7-2-151; and 

(5) Facilities owned, or leased by the city and under the control and 

operated by the Parks and Recreation Depmiment. 

FALSE ALARM. The activation of an alann system through mechanical 

failure, malfunction, improper installation, or as a result of the negligence, misuse or 

misconduct of an almm user or alann company of an alm·m system or of the agents, 

employees or representatives of an alarm user or almm company. This does not 

include alarms caused by severe weather, natural or manmade disaster, power or 

telephone service outages, authorized alarm testing, for which prior notification to 

the Consolidated Communications Pminership has been made or malicious acts of 

person or persons not under the direct control of the owner, lessee, or his employees 

or agents. 

LICENSE. An authorization of the City of Fort Wayne to allow an alarm 

company to install or maintain an almm system within the City ofFmi Wayoe which 

is commercially monitored or which is electronically connected to the Consolidated 

Communications Partnership or an alarm system which when activated would result 

in a Police or Fire Depmiment response. 
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LOCAL ALARM SYSTEM. A signal system which when activated causes 

an audible and/or visible signaling device to be activated only in or on the premises 

in which the alarm system is installed, operated or maintained. 

MONITORED ALARM SYSTEM. An alarm system using a digital alarm 

communication system or supervised dedicated circuits transmit alarm, supervisory 

and trouble signals from one or more protected premises to a remote location at 

which appropriate action is taken. 

VIOLATIONS BUREAU. The Violations Bureau ofthe City of Fort Wayne 

whose address for the purposes of this chapter shall be City Clerk's Office Suite 110, 

200 East Berry Street, Fmi Wayne, IN 46802 and whose phone number for the 

purposes of obtaining information concerning this chapter shall be (260) 427-1208. 

§ 102.02 LICENSES. 

(A) Alarm company- licenses. 

(1) All alarm companies shall obtain from the City Clerk a license which 

authorizes the alarm company to install alarm systems. 

(2) The initial registration fee for a License shall be $250 and shall be 

valid for one year. There shall be an mmual renewal fee for the License of$100. The 

annual renewal date and the date upon which the annual renewal fee is due shall be 

July 1 of each yem· regardless of when the alarm company originally registered. By 

June 1, the City Clerk's Office shall send a letter to all alarm companies notifying 

them that the renewal fee is due. The original license fee and renewal license fee 

being charged shall be used in part to help defray expenses for mailings, notices, 

registrations forms and other costs associated with the administration of the 

licensing. Payment of all License fees and renewals shall be submitted to the City 

Clerk, be made payable to the City ofFoti Wayne and be deposited into the General 

Fund of the City ofFmi Wayne. 
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(3) Application for license. All applications for a License required by 

this Article shall be made on forms designated by the City Clerk and shall include 

the following infotmation: 

(a) The full name and address of the alarm company. 

(b) The full name, business address and home address of the 

manager or person to be contacted at the alarm company. 

(c) A telephone number at which the Fort Wayne Police 

Department or Fort Wayne Fire Department or Allen County 

Sheriffs Department can notify personnel of the alarm company 

of a need for assistance at any time. 

(d) The names and addresses of all alatm agents employed by the 

alarm company. 

An alarm company shall promptly notify the City Clerk in writing of any change in 

the information contained in the registration form. 

( 4) It is a violation of this chapter for any alarm company who is 

otherwise required to obtain a license, to knowingly install an alarm system without 

obtaining such a license. 

(5) Penalty for violation of this section: An alatm company or other 

person or entity violating this section(§ 102.02(A)) shall be guilty of an infraction 

and subject to a minimum fine of $200 for each offense and up to the maximum fine 

allowed by law. 

(6) An alarm company's license shall be personal to the company holding 

the license and is not transferable. 

§ 102.03 ISSUANCE OF LICENSES. 

(A) The City Clerk shall issue to an almm company a license upon the 

submission of an application and the appropriate fee in accordance with this chapter. 
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Upon the payment of the annual renewal fee for renewal of a license the City Clerk 

shall further issue a renewal license or other document evidencing that the annual 

license fee has been duly and timely paid by the alarm company. The City Clerk 

shall be entitled to withhold the issuance of a license to an alarm company if the City 

Clerk finds or believes that any statement made in an application is incomplete or 

false. 

(B) Immediately after receipt of an application for license duly completed from 

an alarm company and payment of any fee required, and upon the receipt of renewal 

fees (when required) and notices of change of information regarding licenses, the 

City Clerk shall forward the application to the Executive Director of the 

Consolidated Communications Partnership and the Ordinance Violations Bureau. All 

information on such application shall be protected as confidential infonnation; 

provided, however, nothing in this chapter shall prohibit the use of such information 

for legitimate law enforcement purposes and for enforcement of this chapter. 

§ 102.04 AUTOMATIC TELEPHONE DIAL DEVICES 

PROHIBITED. 

(A) It shall be unlawful for any alarm company or other person or entity to 

sell, offer for sale, install, maintain, lease, operate or assist in the operation of an 

alarm system containing an automatic telephone dialing device over any telephone 

lines exclusively used by the public directly to request emergency service from the 

Fort Wayne Police Department, the Fmi Wayne Fire Department, or the 

Consolidated Communications Partoership. 

(B) The Fmi Wayne Police Chief, the Fort Wayne Fire Chief or the Executive 

Director of the Consolidated Communications Partnership, or their respective 

designees, upon receiving knowledge of an alarm system containing an automatic 

telephone dialing system installed or operated in violation of this section shall order 

in writing the owner, operator or lessee to disconnect and cease operation of such 

alarm system within 72 hours of receipt ofthe order. 
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(C) Any alarm system containing an automatic telephone dialing device 

installed prior to the effective date of this chapter shall be removed within 30 days of 

the effective date of this chapter. 

(D) Penalty for violation of this chapter: Any alatm user, alarm company or 

other person or entity violating this section shall be guilty of an infraction and 

subject to a minimum fine of $200 for each offense and up to the maximum fine 

allowed by law. Said fine or penalty when collected shall be deposited into the 

general fund of the City ofFmi Wayne. 

(E) Notwithstanding the foregoing, nothing in this section is intended to 

prohibit the direct connection between the local banking institutions and the 

Consolidated Communications Partnership up to and including July 31, 1998, 

however, after July 31, 1998, the City of Fort Wayne will no longer monitor alarm 

systems for banking institutions and therefore automatic telephone dialing devices or 

any device being used by banking institutions to connect directly to the Consolidated 

Communications Patinership or any City of Fort Wayne Depatiment shall be 

prohibited. 

§ 102.05 AUDIBLE ALARM. 

(A) All alarm users, alarm companies or other persons or entities who install or 

maintain any alarm system with an audible alarm (except such system on a vehicle) 

shall conspicuously affix on the exterior of the protected building or structures: 

(1) The name and telephone number of the alatm user or such other person 

or entity responsible for the control of the premises if it is a local alarm system, or 

(2) The name and phone number of the alarm company if it is a monitored 

alarm system. 

(B) All alarm users, alarm companies or any other persons or entities who 

install or maintain any alarm system witlt an audible alatm shall install and/or 
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maintain said alarm system in such a way that it automatically discontinues emitting 

an audible sound within 15 minutes after activation of the alarm and which will 

prevent the alarm from sounding again as a result of the same event that caused the 

original activation. 

(C) When manual fire almm signaling devices are installed and are not directly 

connected to the Fort Wayne Fire Department or monitored by a 24 hour security 

service, a permanent sign shall be installed at each actuating device. These signs 

shall read as follows: 

IN CASE OF FIRE 

1. Pull this alarm 

2. Telephone the Fire Department 9-1-1 

(D) Penalty for violation of this section: All alarm users, alarm companies or 

other persons or entities violating this section shall be subject to a fine of $50 for 

each action or omission which constitutes a violation of this section. Said fine or 

penalty when collected shall be deposited into the general fund of the City of Fort 

Wayne. 

§ 102.06 VALIDITY OF ALARMS. 

(A) Whenever an alarm system is activated in the City of Fort Wayne which 

results in a response to the premises by the Police or Fire Department, the officer on 

the scene of the activated almm system shall inspect the area protected by the alarm 

system and shall determine whether a public safety response was required or if it was 

a false almm. 

(B) If the officer at the scene of the activated alarm system determines the alarm 

to be false, the officer shall make a report of the false almm, notice of which shall be 

sent to the almm user at the address of the alarm user, or at least the last known 

address of the alarm user, if different from the premises address, or to the address 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

and the attention of the person or entity designated by the alarm user as its agent for 

notification. A copy of the report shall be sent to the Ordinance Violations Bureau 

who shall track the number of false alarms. 

(C) The Police Chief or the Fire Chief of the City of Fort Wayne, or his 

designee, shall have the right to inspect the premises to which a response has been 

made and may cause such inspection to be made at any reasonable time after the 

occurrence of a false alarm. 

§ 102.07 FALSE ALARM PENALTIES AND ENFORCEMENT. 

(A) Whenever an alarm user issues, causes to be issued, or pennits the issuance 

of a false alarm, this section shall apply; provided, however, this section shall not 

apply to a mentally incapacitated person utilizing alarm systems in a dwelling or 

dwelling unit. 

(B) An alarm user shall be assessed a $50 penalty for each false alarm recorded 

within any calendar year by the Ordinance Violations Bureau after the occurrence of 

the second false alarm requiring Police Department response. Said $50 penalty shall 

be paid by the alarm user to the City of Fort Wayne Ordinance Violation Bureau who 

shall deposit the funds in the General Fund of the Fort Wayne Police Department. 

(C) An alarm user shall be assessed a $50 penalty for each false alarm recorded 

within any calendar year by the Ordinance Violations Bureau after the occurrence of 

the second false alarm requiring City ofF ort Wayne Fire Department response. Said 

$50 penalty shall be paid by the alarm user to the City of Fort Wayne Ordinance 

Violation Bureau who shall deposit the funds in the General Fund of the Fort Wayne 

Fire Department. 

(D) Eriforcing Authority. The authority for enforcing this chapter shall be with 

the Fort Wayne Police Department, Fort Wayne Fire Department, the City Clerk and 

the Ordinance Violation Bureau. 
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(E) Any alarm company, alarm user, or any other individual or company 

affected by and subject to a fine under this chapter shall have the right to appeal the 

fines and penalties which right to appeal shall be governed by and handled in 

accordance with the procedures established by the Ordinance Violations Bureau. 

§ 102.08 EFFECTIVE DATE. 

(A) The effective date of this chapter shall be the later ofNovember 1, 1997, or 

the date of its passage, any and all necessary approval by the Mayor of the City of 

Fmt Wayne, and any publication or other notices required under Indiana law. 

(B) All alarm companies required to obtain licenses under this chapter shall 

obtain said License on the later ofNovember 1, 1997, or 60 days after the effective 

date of this chapter to obtain its License. 

SECTION 2. That this Ordinance is in full force and effect from and 

after its passage and any and all necessary approval by the Mayor. 

Council Member 

PPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGALITY 

Carol Helton, City Attorney 
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1:1 § 102.01 DEFINITIONS. 

ALARM A GENT. Any person who is employed by an alarm company either directly or 
indirectly, whose duties include selling, maintaining, leasing, servicing, repairing, altering, 
replacing, moving or installing on or in any building, structure, facility or grounds any alarm 
system. 

ALARM COMPANY. Any person or entity whether an individual, partnership, corporation, 
or other entity selling, leasing, maintaining, servicing, repairing, altering, replacing, removing, or 
installing any alatm system or causing to be sold, leased, maintained, serviced, repaired, altered, 
replaced, removed, or installed any alarm system in or any building, structure or facility. 

ALARM SYSTEM. 

(I) An assembly of equipment and devices arranged to signal the presence of a hazard 
requiring attention and to which Police or Fire Department personnel are expected to respond. 
Alarm systems include those through which public safety personnel are notified directly of such 
signals through automatic recording devices or are notified indirectly by way of third persons 
who monitor the alann systems and who report such signals to the CommBHieatieRs Departm-ent 
Consolidated Communications Partnership. Alarm systems also include those designed to 
register a signal which is audible, visible or in other ways perceptible outside a protected 
building, structure or facility as to notify persons in the neighborhood beyond the zoning lot 
where the signal is located who in turn may notify the appropriate emergency provider of the 

,.~ Formatted: Tab stops: 0.5", Left 



signal. Alarm systems do not include auxiliary devices installed by telephone companies to 
protect telephone equipment or systems which might be damaged or distupted by the use of an 
alarm system. Alarm system shall include the terms "automatic" or "manual hold up alarm 
system," "burglar alarm systems,"_"security alarm systems," and "automatic" or "manual fire 
alarm systems." 

(2) Alarm system does not include audible alarms fixed to automobiles or other 
vehicles; or smoke detectors for dwellings which are not connected to a monitoring agency. 

ALARM USER. Any person, firm, partnership, association, corporation, company, or other 
entity or organization of any kind having ownership or control (as a tenant, owner or otherwise) 
of any dwelling or commercial building, structure, or facility where an alarm system is 
maintained or activated. 

AUDIBLE ALARM. A device designed for the detection of a condition that would result in a 
public safety response on the premises, which generates an audible sound on the premises when 
it is activated. 

AUTOMATIC TELEPHONE DIALING DEVICE. A device which is interconnected to an 
alarm system which automatically sends a pre-recorded message or coded signal to a law 
enforcement agency indicating the activation of the alarm system or a device which is 
interconnected to telephone lines and is programmed to select a pre-determined number and 
transmit by voice message or code signal and emergency message indicating a need for 
emergency response. 

COMMERCIAL BUILDING. A commercial building is any building or portion thereof 
which is not a one, two, three, or multi-family dwelling. 

COJVTROLLER...--'+J:1.e-Ger.troller ef:Re City of Fort \VayHe whese adElress f0f4fic ptlrposes 
efthis eflapter shall be Civil Cit) AeemmtiBg Room 420, One--Ea-st-I\4atm~tfeet, Fort \Va)Be, lN 
46802 aml Vo'hese pflene namber fer tfle purpeses of obtaining inJ'orrn~~'..ion eoneernffig--thl-s 
e!*!pter sfiall !Je (219) 427 1104. 

DWELLING. A building or pottion therefore used primarily as a place of abode for one or 
more human beings, but not including hotels, lodging or boarding houses or tourist homes. 

DWELLING- MULTI-FAMILY. A building or portion thereof used for occupancy by four 
or more families living independently of each other. 

DWELLING- ONE FAMILY. A building used for occupancy by one family. 

DWELLING- THREE FAMILY. A building used for occupancy by three families living 
independently of each other. 

DWELLING- TWO FAMILY. A building used for occupancy by two families living 
independently of each other. 



DWELLING UNIT. A dwelling or a portion of a dwelling or of an apartment or hotel used 
by one family for cooking, living, and sleeping purposes. 

EXEMPTED FACILITY OR ENTITY. The following facilities or entities shall be exempted 
from the payment of penalties for false alarms as designated in this section: 

(1) Long term care facility as defined in IC 12-7-2-125.5; 

(2) Nursing facilities as defined in IC 12-7-2-133; 

(3) Private psychiatric institutions as defined in JC 12-7-2-145 and IC 12-15-18-3; 

(4) Psychiatric hospitals as defined in JC 12-7-2-151; and 

(5) Facilities owned, or leased by the city and under the control and operated by the 
Parks and Recreation Dcpartment.~-Htg-in tf1is e;:emfltiefl is inteBde4-R&-shoBld it be implied 
tha-t--a-B.-y---e¥4-He aforementi-BB.-00--entities are e;:empt from~'egistration and lieen&ffi.g 
1'€<jlliremea~-a&-st~asequently preseribed-fi€l'<ffih 

FALSE ALARM. The activation of an alarm system through mechanical failure, 
malfunction, improper installation, or as a result of the negligence, misuse or misconduct of an 
alarm user or alarm company of an alarm system or of the agents, employees or representatives 
of an alarm user or alarm company. This docs not include alarms caused by severe weather, 
natural or manmade disaster, power or telephone service outages, authorized alarm testing, for 
which prior notification to the Gemmtlfl-i.€a+ieHs CeNter Consolidated Communications 
Partnership has been made or malicious acts of person or persons not under the direct control of 
the owner, lessee, or his employees or agents. 

LICENSE. An authorization ofthe City of Fort Wayne to allow an alarm company to install 
or maintain an alarm system within the City of Fort Wayne which is commercially monitored or 
which is electronically connected to the Communieatio~'r-eHfw CHy efFort Wa)Be 
Consolidated Communications Partnership or an alarm system which when activated would 
result. in a Police or Fire Department response. 

LOCAL ALARM SYSTEM. A signal system which when activated causes an audible and/or 
visible signaling device to be activated only in or on the premises in which the alarm system is 
installed, operated or maintained. 

MONITORED ALARM SYSTEM. An almm system using a digital almm communication 
system or supervised dedicated circuits transmit alarm, supervisory and trouble signals from one 
or more protected premises to a remote location at which appropriate action is taken. 

(Ord. G-09-97, passed 8-23-97; Am. Ord. G-14-01, passed 10-9-01; Am. Ord. G-07-02, passed 
3-26-02; Am. Ord. G·09-02, passed 4-9-02) 



VIOLATIONS BUREAU. The Violations Bureau of the City ofFmi Wayne 1vhose address for 
the purposes of this chapter shall be Citv Clerk's Office Suite 110, 200 East Berry Street, Fort 
Wavne, IN 46802 and whose nhone number fOr the purposes of obtaining information 
concerning this chapter shall be (260) 427-1208. 

[:) § 102.02 RECI§TRf.TION; LICENSES. 

(A) Af.&tm use;.t.s·;·egisttc;tien. /',JJ alarm '..lser.;, 'A'itl:in 30 days of the iJ-1sta+l-at-i-oo--ef.a.fl 
alafA: system for all m:1Jt.i family dwellir:gs aRd eoffl:mereial bH:i-:1-GfH-gs--wh_-ere alarm sys~em-s-ffi'€! 
-!h the City Clerk's effiee HH) sueh alarm S)Stem ae~ 
~-€fein. gaid initial registratien sHall Be GOH'lf3leted as-n1ore speeiHeally set O'Jt 

in! 102.02(A)EJ1, 

(!) Toe registra:ien shall be en a form preseribee by the GlBI'k-arul-shall-iooAA!e-llle 
fellewing infermatimr. 

-----f<•B--------f\latRe-,----t-e-l-ej3-l1.-eH-e---fi-U-Ht8e-f,-a-f!il-aElEiress--e-f.tfi-e-a-I-arn=r-Bser,-i-n-e:l u El ing the na-H:l-e-ef:-aR 
ffi.diYidunl vl'i!h authority to bind the t:larm user and who Has informutien---}7Bftffi-effi-te---.t:l~ 
~ 

(b) ABElress aad telepfleae HHJ-H-her a~ whiefl the alarm system is-toeated, iHel'ddil'lg 
the-name ef an---:indh idual wit:fl--mtt-er and whe-fla--&-Htfurma-fi-efl 
pel'lffieru-te the alarm-system"' 

-----f<:;J--;f'cJiat:fln'HBc>S;>,)''SSteltem•s serviee (peliee, :Hre, o!her). 

(El) AlarmS) s'!:em t)pe (commercial m-e:n--itoring, aHEiil3le, silent, Elireet eollfl~ 

(e) }fmnes, addresses aA6 te]epheOO-fH:lfB-hcrs of at least t\YO peep]e \-YhG shalll:Je 
eontacteEl anEl wl'lo sf1all FG-SfO~c e\ cnt of GH alarm aetivat-i-eH--; 

-----fl(f)'l--TITiw--B-a-m-e-,a-OOfCss and tete.pl1e-ne number of tbe akrm eompaH). 

(g) Any other t:dditiend infor±naH-en requestcfr-on registraiii:1B:-fBrms j')rovided By the 
CoRtroller. 

(2) Registratieas By ala-fffi--tt&efS-ffi-ust----he eemplc--te-4-fe-f--eae-h-individual strueture v.h.ere 
a-n alarm S) stem is in operat-i--oo----iH a ml:llti family dwelliag, or a eemmereial b~ 
Registratien shall be eemj*effi-4---By---a--l--a-ff!t----users for ea-eh-in-&i-vffi-H.at-b.:CJsiness witHin a single 
-stme-t-t-t-re-wh-t,"fe----an---a--l-aml---syst-e-tn---i-s--Hts-t-a-l-ted-at1G-tn-ej7em-ti-Brr. 

(3) There shall be no 1~-ten-----fee for alarm---u-sei'&-BtR-el'W-i-se-I'Bij_Uired to register aH 

ah:rm system e;reep~ as noted herein. Upoo4-l-1-€H1GBUfl'SHoo--&i::..a-iliir6 false alarm for a particular 
alarm system withi»---t--he----s-atne--€a--l-e-H--da-J'---)'-€lar} :he alarm-l:'l£-er-wH+-Se reqBireEI to pa) a $50 



registra:iei~troller1 Offiee. This registrati-ett-fee-shall be in addition to t.fle penalty 
for failure to register as desigaated in § 102.02(/ ... )E+-t--e-f4his ehapter. 

(1) The Clerk shall ssnd-a-eep;ref-thH'egi-stn:tioa ferm te :Re--Gf.ElffiUflee Violati-en-s 
&if-OffiHtR.fri.he-D±reeter of CommtHt:ieations, for tfl&-City of Fort \Vayrw (hereffiafter ''D1reeter 
of Comml;lRiea!ioRs'l 

(5) It is a viola:i-er: of tflis chapter--ffif---R-Hy--a-l-a-f'ltH:l-Sen-¥00--is othenvise retillired---te 
i~fl alarm system,--to--kaowingly--m-a-i-H-tai-H or use an alarm sys~em v,'itflo:-Jt eoffij~OO 
stffimillffig-llte-J~atien-fe~eH-fee as re~oireEl ia !IHs-el~ 

---{-€) /H1 alarm BSer is req:-1ired :e rwtify the Clerk sf a ehange of rogistratioR ir..formatieR 
',\ itfliH 3 0 days oft-00---time--wflerr-Hre--el-mHge of iHfermatieH-fl.a.s-.oe€tH'f'€4. 

(7) Penalty fe~eet.fon: AH alarm :1ser or etfler persen or OBtity violatirrg 
ftH-Ti3f0Visien ofthis seetion (~ 1 02.020'\)) shall be subjectte a fine of-Bet less thaR $50 nof 
more than tfle m-R*i-m-ttfH-fine allowed by law. If said \±elation ic. failure !o register p:--1rs1:1ant te 
!hffi-se~!iee,ll>eH-&ai<!-vielatm'-ilna+l-be.fiHCa fur· eaeh-±;l-men!h~-wBi<li-l-!fiey-fail-t<r 
register uRlcss registration is completed vl'itflin tea da) s ai.W.r-reeeiving notifieatiofl of the 
failure to register l))' the Clerk, pro'Yide6 tRat p~n has not been giYeR. 

(8) Registration eoB1}71-e~l;lrsuant to :his article shalll:tefersonal to !he alarm user 
"1¥1-te eempletes registffi~~et:tion and i-s--net---tfan-s-f'efa.-9l-e. 

(9) ,'\ny fees eollee~ed as a resHlt ofregistratioR or lieensiHg or as a result efpe1mtfi.es 
fer vielatiee eftilis seetien-(ffi2.G2(A)) shall be ElepesiteEl iete !he Gceeral Foes of the City of 
¥-ert ·wayne. 

(:B-A) Alarm company -licenses. 

(1) All alarm companies shall obtain fi·om the Gen!fell"r City Clerk a license which 
authorizes the alarm company to install alarm systems. 

(2) The initial registration fee for a License shall be $250 and shall be valid for one year. 
There shaii be an annual renewal fee for the License of$100. The annual renewal date and the 
date upon which the annual renewal fee is due shall be July 1 of each year regardless of when the 
alarm company originally registered. By June 1, :fie CoHtreller City Clerk's Office shall send a 
letter to all alarm companies notifYing them that the renewal fee is due. The original license fee 
and renewal license fee being charged shall be used in part to help defray expenses for mailings, 
notices, registrations forms and other costs associated with the administration of the licensing. 
Payment of all License fees and renewals shall be submitted to the Gootrullef-Cit v Clerk. be 
made payable to the City of Fort Wayne and be deposited into the General Fund ofthe City of 
Fort Wayne. 



(3) Application for license. All applications for a License required by this Article shall 
be made on forms designated by the Geoooller City Clerk and shall include the following 
information: 

(a) The full name and address of the alarm company. 

(b) The full name, business address and horne address of the manager or person to be 
contacted at the alarm company. 

(c) A telephone number at which the Fort Wayne Police Department or Fort Wayne 
Fire Department or Allen County Sheriffs Department can notify personnel of the almm 
company of a need for assistance at any time. 

(d) The names and addresses of all alarm agents employed by the alarm company. 

An alarm company shall promptly notify the OOfl!rell€1'- City Clerk in writing of any change in 
the information contained in the registration form. 

(4) It is a violation of this chapter for any alarm company who is otherwise required to 
obtain a license, to knowingly install an alarm system without obtaining such a license. 

(5) Penalty for violation of this section: An alarm company or other person or entity 
violating this section(§ 102.02(BA)) shaH be guilty of an infraction and subject to a minimum 
fine of$200 tOr each offense and up to the maximum fine allowed by law. 

(6) An alarm company1s license shall be personal to the company holding the license 
and is not transferable. 

(Ord. G-09-97, passed 8-23-97; Am. Ord. G-07-02, passed 3-26-02) 

fJ§ 102-03 ISSUANCE OF PERMITS; LICENSES-

(A) +Ito ContrOller sHall issl:le to aR alarm user ;;flo Eit:dy SHllinits a registra!iofl ferm a 
-j3fffl.'li! or oH1er EloeHmeni-e\~H-g---tfia-tc.regi-stratioR has 13eefl:-6f1~-e4: The Controller City 
Clerk shall ~issue to an alarm company a license upon the submission of an application 
and the appropriate fee in accordance with this chapter. Upon the payment of the annual renewal 
fee for renewal of a license the GB~City Clerk shall further issue a renewal license or 
other document evidencing that the annual license fee has been duly and timely paid by the alarm 
company. The ContreHer City Clerk shall be entitled to withhold the issuance of-a-tJe-rmit to an 
alarm Hser or a license to an alarm company if the G.7Htre-l-!&City Clerk finds or believes that 
any statement made in -a-t'egi-str-a-t-i-efl-.er-an application is incomplete or false. 

(B) Immediately after receipt of a regis~ratien form dHl) eempleted fron1 an-affirm user or 
an application for license duly completed fi·om an alarm company and payment of any fee 
required, and upon the receipt of renewal fees (when required) and notices of change of 
information regarding regi-stfa-!fflfl-erlicenses, the Controlle+City Clerk shall forward the 



~application to the Executive Director ofGeffiffil.tR~B:I· the City ofF oR: 
W&yrre-the Consolidated Communications Partnership and the Ordinance Violations Bureau. All 
information on such registra-tion or application shall be protected as confidential information; 
provided, however, nothing in this chapter shall prohibit the use of such information for 
legitimate law .enforcement purposes and for enforcement of this chapter. 

(Ord. G-09-97, passed 8-23-97; Am. Ord. G-07-02, passed 3-26-02) 

0§ 102.04 AUTOMATIC TELEPHONE DIAL DEVICES PROHffiiTED. 

(A) t shall be unlawful erfQI an alarm com an or other erson or enti to sell, offer for 
sale, install, maintain, lease, operate or assist in the operation of an alarm system containing an 
automatic telephone dialing device over any telephone lines exclusively used by the public 
directly to request emergency service from the Fort Wayne Police Depatiment, the Fort Wayne 
Fire Department, or the-Gemm:."IBiea#-eRS--f}epartmeRt oftfle Git) effort Wayne. Consolidated 
Communications Partnership. 

(B) The Fort Wayne Police Chief, the Fort Wayne Fire Chief ~r the Chief ef 
CemFR\:lBieu!ieBs Executive Director of the Consolidated Communications Partnership, or their 
respective designees, upon receiving knowledge of an alarm system containing an automatic 
telephone dialing system installed or operated in violation of this section shall order in writing 
the owner, operator or lessee to disconnect and cease operation of such alarm system within 72 
hours of receipt of the order. 

(C) Any alarm system containing an automatic telephone dialing device installed prior to 
the effective date of this chapter shall be removed within 30 days of the effective date of this 
chapter. 

(D) Penalty for violation of this chapter: Any alarm user, alarm company or other person 
or entity violating this seCtion shall be guilty of an infraction and subject to a minimum fine of 
$200 for each offense and up to the maximum fine allowed by law. Said fine or penalty when 
collected shall be deposited into the general fund ofthe City of Fort Wayne. 

(E) Notwithstanding the foregoing, nothing in this section is intended to prohibit the direct 
connection between the local banking institutions and the ¥6-Ft-\Vayfie-Gemrrwn-i-e-ati-en-s 
Department Consolidated Communications Partnership up to and including July 31, 1998~ 
however, after July 31, 1998, the City of Fort Wayne will no longer monitor alarm systems for 
banking institutions and therefore automatic telephone dialing devices or any device being used 
by banking institutions to connect directly to the fort \Vayne Commtm-i-saH-oos Departmen! 
Consolidated Communications Partnership or any City of Fort Wayne Department shall be 
prohibited. 

(Ord. G-09-97, passed 8-23-97; Am. Ord. G-07-02, passed 3-26-02) 

[:J § 102.05 AUDIBLE ALARM. 
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(A) All alann users, alarm companies or other persons or entities who install or maintain 
any alarm system with an audible alarm (except such system on a vehicle) shall conspicuously 
affix on the exterior of the protected building or structures: 

(1) The name and telephone number of the alarm user or such other person or entity 
responsible for the control of the premises if it is a local alarm system, or 

(2) The name and phone number of the alarm company if it is a monitored alarm 
system. 

(B) All alarm users, alarm companies or any other persons or entities who install or 
maintain 'any alann system with an audible alarm shall install and/or maintain said alarm system 
in such a way that it automatically discontinues emitting an audible sound within 15 minutes 
after activation of the alatm and which wiJI prevent the alarm from sounding again as a result of 
the same event that caused the original activation. 

(C) When manual fire alarm signaling devices are installed and are not directly connected 
to the Fort Wayne Fire Department or monitored by a 24 hour security service, a permanent sign 
shall be installed at each actuating device. These signs shall read as follows: 

IN CASE OF FIRE 

1. Pull this alarm 

2. Telephone the Fire Department 9-1-I 

(D) Penalty for violation of this section: All alarm users, alarm companies or other persons 
or entities violating this section shall be subject to a fine of $50 for each action or omission 
which constitutes a violation of this section. Said fine or penalty when collected shall be 
deposited into the general fund of the City of Fort Wayne. 

(Ord. G-09-97, passed 8-23-97; Am. Ord. G-07-02, passed 3-26-02) 

IJ§ 102.06 VALIDITY OF ALARMS. 

(A) Whenever an alarm system is activated in the City of Fort Wayne which results in a 
response to the premises by the Police or Fire Department, the officer on the scene of the 
activated alarm system shall inspect the area protected by the alatm system and shall determine 
whether a public safety response was required or if it was a false alarm. 

(B) If the officer at the scene of the activated alarm system determines the alarm to be 
false, the officer shall make a report of the false alarm, notice of which shall be sent +!o the 
alarm user at the address of the alarm user, or at least the last known address of the alarm user, if 
different from the premises address, or to the address and the attention ofthe person or entity 
designated by the alarm user as its agent for notification. A copy of the report shall be sent to the 
Ordinance Violations Bureau who shall track the number of false alarms. 



(C) The Police Chief or the Fire Chiefofthe City of Fort Wayne, or his designee, shall 
have the right to inspect the premises to which a response has been made and may cause such 
inspection to be made at any reasonable time after the occurrence of a false alarm. 

(Ord. G-09-97, passed 8-23-97; Am. Ord. G-07-02, passed 3-26-02) 

IJ § 102.07 FALSE ALARM PENALTIES AND ENFORCEMENT. 

(A) Whenever an alarm user issues, causes to be issued, or permits the issuance of a false 
alarm, this section shall apply; provided, however, this section shall not apply to a mentally 
incapacitated person utilizing alatm systems in a dwelling or dwelling unit. 

(B) An alarm user shall be assessed a $50 penalty for each false alarm recorded within any 
calendar year by the Ordinance Violations Bureau after the occurrence of the second false alarm 
requiring Police Department response. Said $50 penalty shall be paid by the alarm user to the 
City ofFort Wayne Ordinance Violation Bureau who shall deposit the funds in the General Fund 
of the Fort Wayne Police Department. 

(C) An alarm user shall be assessed a $50 penalty for each false alarm recorded within any 
calendar year by the Ordinance Violations Bureau after the occurrence of the second false alarm 
requiring City ofFm1 Wayne Fire Dcpat1mcnt response. Said $50 penalty shall be paid by the 
alarm user to the City of Fmt Wayne Ordinance Violation Bureau who shall deposit the funds in 
the General Fund of the Fort Wayne Fire Dcpm1mcnt. 

(D) Any alarm Hser re¥Hw-!e-reglsl€J· ami wlle Jails te regisl61'-9!'-0therwise eemply with 
~2 of this ehapter atJG--wl:l-e--ea-ttse-s-te--Be issued, or permi~-&&t-tanee of a false alarm 
shall be assessed a $50 pm1al:)' fer eaeh fcilse alarm reeeraeEI by :!l€-Gl'Eiim-%¥lelaliens 
llureau.l[saiEI!ffie-iB-001-jmi{l-wlthln 30 days efits cine Elate, :hen in aEIEiilien-!e-saitl-j:Jenally 
there will be a !ale fee ef$2*Any penalties anEI any la+e--J~HEier this seetien shall be--pai<l 
by-+he-alaRB-uS<oo'-lB-llw-Gily-BJ'f'ol'i.-W"')'I'e-4!'{linmwe-¥iolaliens-Bureau-whe-shalklepesit-lfte 
f-t-1-flfis~.J..eHt:te--Fert \Vayne P-oliee DetJartment rn· the Fert \\'ayJ--:e rire 
DepartrneRt El.epemling OF! whiefl-.El.epartmeA'. restJeB:El.eEl. to the false alarm. 

(e.R) E>iforcing Authority. The authority for enforcing this chapter shall be with the Fort 
Wayne Police Department, Fm1 Wayne Fire Department, the Genl!'BlJmcCitv Clerk and the 
Ordinance Violation Bureau. 

(FED Any alann company, alarm user, or any other individual or company affected by and 
subject to a fine under this chapter shall have the right to appeal the fines and penalties which 
right to appeal shaH be governed by and handled in accordance with the procedures established 
by the Ordinance Violations Bureau. 

(Ord. G-09-97, passed 8-23-97; Am. Ord. G-07-02, passed 3-26-02) 

fJ§ 102.08 EFFECTIVE DATE. 



(A) The effective date of this chapter shall be the later of November 1, 1997, or the date of 
its passage, any and all necessary approval by the Mayor of the City of Fort Wayne, and any 
publication or other notices required under Indiana law. 

{B) i\ll alarm user&--feg~::~1red to regisW-l'--H-HBer !his ehafJ!:er w-ho Hm e alarm systems instatl-00 
eft---e-f-8efore the"-Sffcetive date of tHis ehapk"'+';-Shall register !*H'Stlffilt to§ 102.02 of tHis chapt-ef 
net-kter than F'ebruary 1, 199&.---Atl. alarm users reqilired to register :.tttde-r th:ls ehaj')ter and 
ins!alling and uotfv.a#ng~alaf:IR systems on or after the effe-etWe--6-ate--ef--t.tlis ehapter, sHall be 
t-'€-fj-Hi-fe6-t-e-regi-ste-f-j7Hi'SU-a-HHe---thls-ehapter--\-vi-thin the tim-e-pal'arnet-efs--sfJe-effieti--flefe-1&.-

(Gfl) All alarm companies required to obtain licenses under this chapter shall obtain said 
License on the later of November 1, 1997, or 60 days after the effective date of this chapter to 
obtain its License. 

(Ord. G-09-97, passed 8-23-97; Am. Ord. G-07-02, passed 3-26-02) 
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