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BILL NO. G-16-06-31 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 
CHAPTER 116: TAXICABS: OF THE 
CITY OF FORT WAYNE, INDIANA, 
CODE OF ORDINANCES 

NO.G-· ___ _ 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COMMON 

COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF FORT WAYNE, INDIANA: 

SECTION 1. That Chapter 116: TAXICABS: of the City of Fort Wayne, 

Indiana Code of Ordinances is hereby repealed and replaced in its entirety 

as follows: 

t:J!CHAPTER 116: TAXICABS 

Section 

General Provisions 

116.01 Definitions 

116.02 Intent 

116.03 Compliance 

116.04 Valid permit and license required 

116.05 Authority of Board of Public Safety 

116.06 Unlawful operation of taxicab for compensation 

Permit Requirements; Obligations 

116.20 Applications for permit; proof of compliance with minimum standards 
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116.21 Issuance of permits 

116.22 Annual renewal of permit 

116.23 All permits to be kept active 

116.24 Liability insurance 

116.25 Indemnification; liability 

Taxicab Driver's License 

116.40 License required 

116.41 License application procedure 

116.42 Issuance of license 

116.43 Display oflicense 

Suspension and Revocation of Permits and Licenses 

116.55 Grounds for permit and license revocation; suspension or imposition or fine 

116.56 Procedure for permit and/or license denial, revocation or suspension 

116.57 Appeal from final order 

Vehicles and Equipment 

116.70 Inspection rules and regulations 

116.71 Frequency of inspection; fee 

116.72 Refusal to allow inspection 

116.73 Required equipment and condition of taxicab 

116.74 Advertisement 

Appendix: Fee and Fine Schedule 
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GENERAL PROVISIONS 

CJ§ 116.01 DEFINITIONS. 

For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the 

context clearly indicates or requires a different meaning: 

LICENSE. A license to allow an individual to drive a permitted taxicab in the City. 

LICENSEE. A licensee is an individual who has been issued a taxicab driver's 

license by the Board of Public Safety. 

PERMIT. A permit for the utilization of a taxicab business in F art Wayne, issued 

upon the approval of the Board of Public Safety. 

PERM/TEE. A permittee is an individual who has been issued a permit to operate a 

taxicab business by the Board of Public Safety. 

PERSON. An individual, partnership or corporation. 

TAXICAB. A public passenger vehicle for hire only at lawful rates of fare, which, 

when it is being operated between a point of origin and a destination, are recorded 

and indicated by a taximeter or at rates as set forth in this chapter. 

TAXICAB INSPECTOR. That individual designated by the Board of Public 

Safety to perform inspections of taxicabs. 

TAXIMETER. A mechanical or electronic device which records and indicates a 

charge of fare measured by the distance traveled, a drop or pick-up fee, if any, 

waiting time, if any, and extra passengers, if any. 

(Ord. G-30-90, passed 12-18-90; Am. Ord. G-7-10, passed 6-22-10; Am. Ord. G-20-
10, As Amended, passed 12-14-10) 

CJ § 116.02 INTENT. 

This chapter is drafted with the intent of meeting the procedural requirements of IC 

4-21.5. When, in conflict, this chapter shall be read to conform to IC 4-21.5 et seq., 

and the Board of Public Safety shall conduct its proceedings accordingly. 
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(Ord. G-30-90, passed 12-18-90) 

CJ § 116.03 COMPLIANCE. 

It shall be unlawful for any person to engage in the business of operating a taxicab 

except in compliance with the provisions contained in this chapter. 

(Ord. G-30-90, passed 12-18-90) 

Ci § 116,04 VALID PERMIT AND LICENSE REQUIRED. 

It shall be unlawful for any person to engage in the business of operating a taxicab 

service without a valid taxicab vehicular permit for each taxicab and/or to allow an 

individual to operate a taxicab without a taxicab license as required by this chapter. 

(Ord. G-30-90, passed 12-18-90; Am. Ord. G-09-06, passed 8-22-06) 

f .. )§ 116.05 AUTHORITY OF BOARD OF PUBLIC SAFETY. 

(A) The Board of Public Safety and/or its agent, subject to approval of the 

Common Council, is vested with power and authority and it shall be its duty to 

supervise and regulate taxicab performance and determine the adequacy of the 

service being furnished. Nothing contained herein shall be construed as granting 

unto the Board of Public Safety the power to establish rates of fares, which power is 

hereby exclusively withheld. 

(B) Whenever the Board of Public Safety shall exercise its power and authority 

by establishing fines or regulatory standards for equipment and/or performance 

pursuant to the provisions contained herein, said Board shall submit a copy of any 

such fine schedule or regulations in the form of a resolution to be approved by the 

Common Council prior to their implementation. 

(C) The Board of Public Safety shall have the power and authority to prescribe and 

administer rules and regulations and issue orders, in conformity with the provisions 

of this chapter, to prescribe the conduct of persons operating taxicabs in the City. 

The Board of Public Safety may delegate its authority to a designated agent to act on 

the Board's behalf, including but not limited to, issuing and immediately suspending 

taxicab licenses and/or permits for violation of any provisions of this chapter. The 
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permittee and/or licensee may pursue a remedy pursuant to § 116.56 of this chapter. 

The Board of Public Safety may hire persons to carry out its function, including but 

not limited to vehicle inspections, taximeter inspections and random inspections to 

determine whether fares are being charged which conform to the rates posted in and 

on the vehicle. 

(D) The Board of Public Safety shall keep on file in its office, open to the 

inspection of the public, the following information: 

(I) A register of names of each person engaged in the taxicab business with the 

date and complete record of inspection made of all vehicles operated pursuant to this 

chapter. 

(2) An indexed record of all orders made and entered under pursuant to the 

provisions of this chapter. 

(E) In addition to maintaining a list of permittees, the Board of Public Safety shall 

assign a serial body number to each motor vehicle described in such list as originally 

filed or amended and place such number opposite the description of such motor 

vehicle in such list. 

(F) The Board of Public Safety is hereby authorized to promulgate a schedule of 

administrative fees and fines which may be levied in lieu' of or in addition to the 

revocation and suspension of any permit or license issued under the provisions of 

this chapter. Any such regulation may also include provision for notice and a 

hearing before the Board of Public Safety in those cases where permits or 

licenses are revoked or suspended. 

(Ord. G-30-90, passed 12-18-90; Am. Ord. G-37-03, passed 11-18-03) 

[:p § 116.06 UNLAWFUL OPERATION OF TAXICAB FOR 
COMPENSATION. 

(A) It shall be unlawful for any person to operate a taxicab for compensation with 

the knowledge that the taximeter is not authorized by a valid permit or that grounds 

for revocation or suspension of said permit exist pursuant either to the rules and 
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regulations hereafter promulgated by the Board of Public Safety or the provisions 

contained in this chapter. 

(B) It shall be unlawful for any taxicab driver or person in the business of 

operating a taxicab for compensation to: 

(1) Charge an additional type of fee or higher fee other than those fees posted. 

With the exception of contracted or special out-of-town fares, it shall be unlawful to 

charge a fare less than those posted. 

(2) Throw the flag of a taximeter in a recording position when such taxicab is 

not actually employed or to fail to throw the flag of such taximeter to the non­

recording position at the termination of each service. 

(3) Transport a greater number of passengers than the rated seat capacity of the 

taxicab. 

( 4) Fail to answer all calls received in the order or receipt, unless the licensee\ 

reasonably believes the receipt of a call will place him/her in fear of bodily harm. 

(5) Refuse, upon request, to give a passenger a written receipt showing the fare 

due and the miles and minutes employed. 

(6) Drive passengers via indirect or circuitous routes for the primary purpose of 

obtaining higher fees. 

(7) Refuse to provide services on the basis of the short length of the prospective 

ride. 

(8) Fail to display a valid license, issued pursuant to this chapter, in the taxicab 

interior in full view of any passenger. 

(9) Pick up additional passengers without pnor consent of the passengers 

already in the taxicab. 

(I 0) Smoke while the vehicle is occupied by a passenger or; 
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(ll) Use a taxicab for any illegal activity. 

(C) It shall not be unlawful for any taxicab driver or person in the business of 

operating a taxicab from charging an additional fee or surcharge fi·om that measured 

by the taximeter, provided: 

(I) The passenger is aware of the additional fee or surcharge at the time the 

passenger requests the dispatch of the taxicab. 

(2) The taxicab driver verbally advises the passenger of the additional fee or 

surcharge before the initial flag drop. 

(3) The additional fee or surcharge is posted on the vehicle pursuant to the 

provisions of this chapter and rules and regulations promulgated by the Board of 

Public Safety. 

(Ord. G-30-90, passed 12-18-90; Am. Ord. G-33-02, passed 11-26-02: Am. Ord. G-
09-06, passed 8-22-06; Am. Ord. G-20~ 10, As Amended, passed 12-14-1 0) 

PERMIT REQUIREMENTS; OBLIGATIONS 

I;;)§ 116.20 APPLICATIONS FOR PERMIT; PROOF OF COMPLIANCE 
WITH MINIMUM STANDARDS. 

(A) Any person desiring to operate taxicabs upon any public street or in any 

public place within the City shall file an application for a permit with the clerk of the 

Board of Public Safety upon a form which the Board shall provide, free of charge, to 

all applicants. Such applications shall be verified under oath and shall furnish the 

following information: 

(I) Name of the applicant; 

(2) Name of the applicant's business and whether the business rs owned 

individually, as a partnership, or as a corporation; 

(3) Applicant's business location; 

( 4) Applicant's business mailing address; 
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(5) Applicant's business phone number; 

(6) Applicant's home address and home phone number of the person signing the 

application; 

(7) The number of permits requested; 

(8) Make, model, vehicle identification number, title number and state license 

plate number for each vehicle to be permitted; 

(9) The trade name under which the business will operate and the telephone 

number which will be used by customers to contact the business for service; 

(1 0) The names and addresses of any and all persons holding a 10% or greater 

beneficial interest in the applicant's business or company. Failure to disclose such 

interest holders shall be grounds for the denial of the application of any applicant and 

the immediate revocation of the permit or permits of any permittee; 

(11) A statement by the applicant that it intends to own or lease at least one 

taxicab for use in the business; 

(12) The type and amount of communication equipment which the applicant 

intends to own or lease for use in the business. Nothing contained herein shall 

prevent the applicant from renting communication services from an existing dispatch 

provider; 

(13) A statement by the applicant that it intends to purchase a policy of 

insurance which conforms to the requirements for insurance set out in this chapter; 

(14) Such other information as the Board of Public Safety may require. 

(B) The applicant shall also submit attachments to the application, to the Board of 

Public Safety to show compliance with the following terms and conditions: 

( 1) Proof of inspection of the vehicle by a taxicab inspector to be designated by 

the Board of Public Safety. 
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(2) Insurance certification proving that the applicant has met the insurance 

requirements of this chapter. 

(3) Such other documentation as may be required by the Board of Public Safety, 

necessary to verify the truthfulness of the application under consideration. 

(Ord. G-30-90, passed 12-18-90; Am. Ord. G-10-10, passed 7-27-10; Am. Ord. G-
20-10, As Amended, passed 12-14-1 0; Am. Ord. G-37-11, passed 9-13-11) 

!J§ 116.21 ISSUANCE OF PERMITS. 

(A) After examining all submitted applications for compliance with this chapter, 

the Board of Public Safety shall issue or deny permits to the qualifying applicants on 

a first-come, first-served basis, as determined by the date the application was 

submitted. Permits shall be issued or denied within 60 days after the date of the 

application submission. 

(B) A minimum of one permitted four-door vehicle shall be required. No permits 

shall be issued to any individual or taxicab company who, upon initial application for 

permit, fails to qualify at least one vehicle for receipt of permits. Any person 

engaged in the taxicab business in the City under a permit first issued by the Board 

of Public Safety is prohibited from reducing the munber of permits he holds to under 

one vehicle. 

(C) Upon issuance of permits by the Board of Public Safety, permittee shall pay a 

permit fee to the City accounting clerk. The permit shall not be valid until said fee is 

paid. Permits shall be valid until December 31 of the year of issuance. All renewal 

permits shall be issued on a calendar year basis. 

(D) The Board of Public Safety shall provide a metal number plate for each motor 

vehicle for which a permit has been issued and which is described in the schedule 

filed with the Board of Public Safety, which plate shall, at all times when such motor 

vehicle is being operated or used upon any public street, highway or other public 

place in the City as a taxicab, be conspicuously displayed on the front and rear 

thereof. In the event the holder of any permit desires to transfer such plate from the 
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motor vehicle for which it was issued and use the same on another motor vehicle, he 

shall immediately notify the Board of Public Safety and furnish them with the name 

of the make, the serial number and the seating capacity of such motor vehicle to 

which such plate is to be transferred. 

(Ord. G-30-90, passed 12-18-90; Am. Ord. G-7-10, passed 6-22-10) 

1:.:1 § 116.22 ANNUAL RENEWAL OF PERMIT. 

Renewal permits shall be applied for and issued in the above-mentioned manner 

and upon the same basis as original permits. For each renewal permit a fee shall be 

charged and paid to the City accounting clerk. Failure to apply for a renewal permit 

within 60 days of the expiration of the original or any subsequent permit shall result 

in a late fine. 

(Ord. G-30-90, passed 12-18-90) 

D§ 116.23 ALL PERMITS TO BE KEPT ACTIVE. 

All persons holding City taxicab permits must maintain in operating condition the 

vehicles for which the permits were issued. In the event that a vehicle for which a 

permit has been issued becomes inoperable, the person holding the permit shall 

notifY the Board of Public Safety immediately and shall have 90 days from the date 

of such notification to make the vehicle operable or to purchase a replacement 

vehicle, during which time the permit is suspended and the vehicle cannot be in 

serVice. If the vehicle has not been made operable within 90 days, the permit for that 

vehicle shall be revoked. 

(Ord. G-30-90, passed 12-18-90) 

£)§ 116.24 LIABILITY INSURANCE. 

(A) During the term of a permit issued pursuant to this chapter, the permittee or 

owner of a taxicab authorized by the permit shall maintain in full force and effect at 

no cost to the City a comprehensive auto and commercial general liability insurance 

policy. Said policy shall be issued by an admitted insurer or an insurer deemed 
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acceptable by the Board of Public Safety or an insurer as defined by state laws and 

shall provide the following: 

(1) Commercial general liability coverage in an amount no less than $1,000,000 

single limit per occurrence; 

(2) Auto liability coverage in an amount no less than $300,000 combined single 

limit per occurrence; 

(3) Uninsured liability coverage in an amount no less than $60,000. 

(4) Underinsured liability coverage in an amount no less than $50,000. 

(5) That the City, its officers, employees and agents are to be named as 

additional insureds under the policy; 

( 6) That the policy will operate as primary insurance and that no other insurance 

effected by the City or other named insured will be called on to contribute to 

a loss covered thereunder: 

(7) Coverage for all losses and damages as specified in §116.25 and; 

(8) That the insurance policy on file shall contain a provision stating that no 

cancellation, change in coverage, or expiration by the insurance company or 

the insured shall occur during the term of the taxicab vehicular permit, 

without 15 days written notice to the Board of Public Safety prior to the 

effective date of such cancellation or change in coverage. 

(B) A certificate of insurance policy required by division (A) shall be presented 

to the Board of Public Safety at the time of making application for permits and at the 

time of inspection as set out in§ 116.20 of this chapter. 
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(C) In the event of failure of any owner to obtain or maintain in effect such 

deposit or such insurance policy, the Board of Public Safety and/or its agent shall 

immediately suspend the permit and/or license and provide written notice of this 

suspension to the permit and/or licensee holder. The permit and/or licensee holder 

may pursue its remedy pursuant to§ 116.56 of this chapter. 

(Ord. G-30-90, passed 12-18-90; Am. Ord. G-33-02, passed 11-26-02) 

i:)§ 116.25 INDEMNIFICATION; LIABILITY. 

The permittee and taxicab owner shall assume the defense of, and indemnifY and 

hold harmless, the City, its officers, employees and agents fi·om and against all 

actions, claims, losses, damages, liability, costs and expenses of every type and 

description, including but not limited to attorney fees, to which any or all of them 

may be subjected by reason of, or resulting from, directly or indirectly, in whole or 

in part, the acts or omissions of the permittee or the permittee's agents, officers or 

employers, directly or indirectly arising from the operation of a taxicab. The 

foregoing is not intended to and shall not be construed to limit any responsibilities or 

liability that the permittee may be subjected to under other laws. 

(Ord. G-30-90, passed 12-18-90) 

TAXICAB DRIVER'S LICENSE 

CJ § 116.40 LICENSE REQUIRED. 

No person shall drive for compensation or offer to drive for compensation a 

taxicab unless he holds a valid taxicab driver license issued pursuant to this 

subchapter. 

(Ord. G-30-90, passed 12-18-90) 

~~§ 116.41 LICENSE APPLICATION PROCEDURE. 

(A) Applications for a taxicab driver license shall be obtained and shall be filed 

with the Board of Public Safety. Such applications shall be verified under oath 

and shall contain the following: 
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(1) The name and address of the applicant; 

(2) The number of a valid state public passenger chauffeur or commercial driver's 

license issued to the applicant, and date of license expiration; 

(3) A statement of whether the applicant's driver license has ever been revoked or 

suspended and, if so, the reason for such revocation or suspension together with the 

applicant's current Bureau of Motor Vehicles driver's license abstract; 

( 4) A list of each conviction of the applicant. The list shall, for each such 

conviction, set forth the date of arrest, the offense charged and the offense of which 

applicant was convicted; 

(5) A list of the applicant's physical or mental disabilities or incapacities. With 

respect to each such disability or incapacity, applicant shall state whether the same 

would interfere with the proper management and control of a motor vehicle; 

(6) A statement as to whether applicant is or ever has been addicted to the use of 

alcohol or any controlled substance defined in the state criminal code; 

(7) A list of all prescription medication which applicant takes on a regular or 

episodic basis; 

(8) Proof of U.S. citizenship and/or work visa status; 

(9) Such other information as may be required by the Board of Public Safety to 

further the purpose of this subchapter. 

(B) A taxicab driver's license may be denied by the Board of Public Safety for 

failure to comply with any provisions of this chapter on the following: 

(I) Has been convicted of any act involving dishonesty, fraud or deceit with 

intent to substantially benefit himself or herself or another, or substantially 

injure another; 

(2) Is believed to have a physical or mental disability or incapacity believed 

to impair mental and motor skills, or takes medication, uses alcohol or any controlled 
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substance as defined in the state criminal code, subject to medical documentation as 

required by the Board; or 

(3) Has a felony conviction within the past five years or is currently on parole 

or probation. Provided, however, that the license shall be denied upon any of the 

grounds specified in this division only if, in the opinion of the Board of Public 

Safety, the crime, act, disability, incapacity or impairment from a substance 

consumed, is substantially related to or shall adversely affect the qualifications, 

functions or duties of the applicant. 

(C) Any applicant denied a license shall be entitled to a refund of the license fee 

paid to the City Accounting Clerk. 

(Ord. G-30-90, passed 12-18-90; Am. Ord. G-33-02, passed 11-26-02; Am. Ord. G-
20-10, As Amended, passed 12-14-10; Am. Ord. G-37-11, passed 9-13-11) 

CJ§ 116.42 ISSUANCE OF LICENSE. 

(A) A taxicab driver license shall be issued by the Board of Public Safety: 

(1) Upon receipt of a complete application as specified in§ 116.41 and payment 

of the license fee to the City accounting clerk, or their duly authorized representative, 

so long as the following conditions are met: 

(a) No grounds for permit denial or revocation exist, and 

(b) After fingerprinting of the applicant by the Fort Wayne Police Department 

and submission of two recent dated photographs, one to be attached to the 

application and one to be attached to the driver's license, if issued. 

(B) The Director of Weights and Measures, with prior approval of the City 

Attorney's office, may issue a provisional taxicab license, not to exceed 60 days in 

duration, prior to issuance of a permanent license by the Board of Public Safety. 

(C) All licenses shall expire one year from the date of issuance unless sooner 

revoked. A license shall not be transferable. 
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(D) All licenses so issued must be renewed within 30 days of expiration, at which 

time the expired license shall be relinquished to the city accounting clerk, or their 

duly authorized representative, and a renewal fee paid. Failure to apply for renewal 

within said time frame shall subject holder to a fine and a delayed effective date of 

the renewed license during which time the applicant is not permitted to operate a 

taxicab. 

(E) Any applicant denied a license shall be entitled to a refund of the license fee 

paid to the city accounting clerk, or their duly authorized representative. 

(Ord. G-30-90, passed 12-18-90; Am. Ord. G-12-03, passed 4-22-03; Am. Ord. G-
07-04, passed 4-13-04) 

CJ§ 116.43 DISPLAY OF LICENSE. 

The driver of every taxicab shall have the license visibly displayed in such vehicle 
at all times and shall produce it upon demand of any passenger or taxicab inspector. 

(Ord. G-30-90, passed 12-18-90) 

SUSPENSION AND REVOCATION OF PERMITS AND 
LICENSES 

!J § 116.55 GROUNDS FOR PERMIT AND/OR LICENSE DENIAL, 
REFUSAL TO RENEW, SUSPENSION, REVOCATION AND/OR 
IMPOSITION OF FINE 

The Board of Public Safety and/or its designated agent may deny, refuse to renew a 

license and/or permit, or immediately suspend a license and/or permit for violation of 

any of the provisions of this chapter. 

(Ord. G-30-90, passed 12-18-90; Am. Ord. G-37-03, passed 11-18-03) 

§ 116.56 PROCEDURE FOR PERMIT AND/OR LICENSE DENIAL, 
REFUSAL TO RENEW, SUSPENSION OR REVOCATION. 

(A) After the Board of Public Safety or its agent denies, refuses to renew, or 

immediately suspends a taxicab petmit and/or a taxicab driver's license, the Board 

shall provide written notice, sent in compliance with Indiana Trial Rules, to the 

applicant, permitee or licensee stating the grounds for the Board's action. The notice 
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shall also inform the addressee that the Board's action will become a final order and 

the permit and/or license considered revoked in 30 days if addressee does not (I) 

rectify the violation prior to end of the suspension and/or (2) request a hearing on the 

matter before the Board. During the time period of the suspension, the permittee or 

licensee shall not operate under the provisions of this ordinance. 

(B) At the hearing to be held by the Board of Public Safety, the applicant, 

permitee and/or licensee shall be given the opportunity to present witnesses and 

evidence, to be represented by counsel and to examine all witnesses presented. The 

Board of Public Safety shall mail a written order stating the grounds for the Board's 

decision following a hearing in the case. Said order shall be considered a final order 

for the purpose ofiC 4-21.5-3. 

(D) If the applicant, permittee or licensee is dissatisfied with Board's decision, 

such person may appeal in the marmer provided in § 116.57. 

(E) Acting as an agent of the Board of Public Safety, the Taxicab Inspector may 

issue a complaint to Allen Superior Court for violation of any of the provisions of 

this chapter involving fines. 

(Ord. G-30-90, passed 12-18-90; Am. Ord. G-20-10, As Amended, passed 12-14-
1 0) Penalty, see§ 10.99 

lJ§ 116.57 APPEAL FROM FINAL ORDER. 

Any person adversely affected by any final order made by the Board of Public 

Safety under the provisions of this chapter may, within 30 days after such order is 

entered, file a petition for judicial review in the circuit or the superior coUlis of the 

county against the Board of Public Safety to vacate or set aside any such order on the 

ground that such order is insufficient, umeasonable, unlawful or procured by fraud or 

other unlawful methods. Summons shall issue upon the complaint filed in such 

action and be served on the Board of Public Safety in the marmer now provided by 

the law in civil actions, and the procedme in the trial of such cause shall be the same 

in the trial of civil actions. An appeal from the judgment of the County Circuit or 

Superior CoUli in any such cause may be taken to the appropriate appeals court in the 
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manner now provided for appeals in civil actions. This is adopted pursuant to IC 4-

21.5-5-5. 

(Ord. G-30-90, passed 12-18-90) 

VEHICLES AND EQUIPMENT 

I;}§ 116.70 INSPECTION RULES AND REGULATIONS. 

(A) Prior to the use and operation of any vehicle under the provisions of this 

chapter, such vehicle shall be delivered to a place designated by the Board of Public 

Safety for inspection. The time of the requested inspection shall be designated by the 

agent of the Board. Failure to comply with scheduled inspections may invalidate the 

opportunity to pmsue the permit at the discretion of the Board. The vehicle shall be 

inspected by the Taxicab Inspector to ascertain whether it complies with such 

reasonable rules and regulations as may be prescribed by the Board of Public Safety 

and the provisions of this chapter. These rules and regulations shall be promulgated 

by the Board of Public Safety to provide safe and clean transportation and shall 

specify conditions and safety equipment deemed necessary. 

(B) When a Taxicab Inspector finds that a vehicle has met all the established 

standards he shall inform the Board of Public Safety. 

('74 Code,§ 28-13) (Ord. S-201-85, passed 10-22-85; Am. Ord. S-13-86, passed 1-
28-86; Am. Ord. G-30-90, passed 12-18-90) 

[~l§ 116.71 FREQUENCY OF INSPECTION; FEE. 

(A) Every vehicle operating under this chapter shall be inspected initially and 

every six months thereafter by the Taxicab Inspector to ensure the continued 

maintenance of clean, safe, operating conditions. Every vehicle must also be 

inspected after it has been involved in an accident. A fee shall be charged by the 

Board of Public Safety for the pmpose of maintaining inspections, which fee shall be 

determined by the Board and approved by resolution of the Common Council. 
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(B) In addition, the Taxicab Inspector or peace officers commissioned by the 

City, after displaying proper identification, may make reasonable and periodic 

inspections of any vehicle operating under a taxicab permit for the purpose of 

determining whether the vehicle is in compliance with the provisions of this 

subchapter and the rules and regulations promulgated by the Board of Public Safety. 

(C) Any vehicle which is found, after any such inspection, to be unsafe or in any 

way unsuitable for taxi service, may be immediately ordered out of service and 

before again being placed in service shall be placed in a safe, suitable condition, 

inspected and approved by the Taxicab Inspector. 

(D) No owner shall allow a vehicle to be operated without a valid inspection 

sticker. Violation of this section shall subject the owner to a fine. 

('74 Code, § 28-14) (Ord. S-201-85, passed 10-22-85; Am. Ord. G-30-90, passed 

12-18-90) 

§ 116.72 REFUSAL TO ALLOW INSPECTION. 

If any person who owns or is in control of a taxicab refuses to allow the inspection 

of the vehicle, the permit for that vehicle shall be automatically suspended and shall 

not be reissued for a period of 90 days or until the vehicle has been presented for 

inspection and passes said inspection, whichever is later. If no action is taken before 

the 90 days, the permit for that vehicle will automatically revoke. 

('74 Code,§ 28-15) (Ord. S-201-85, passed 10-22-85; Am. Ord. G-30-90, passed 
12-18-90) 

I]§ 116.73 REQUIRED EQUIPMENT AND CONDITION OF TAXICAB. 

The Board of Public Safety is hereby empowered to promulgate the rules and 

regulations consistent with the provisions of this chapter as may be necessary or 

desirable to aid in attaining compliance with the provisions and purposes of this 

chapter. The rules and regulations shall include, but shall not be limited to, the 

following minimum standards: 
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(A) Taximeter. 

( 1) Every taxicab shall be equipped with a taximeter of a make satisfactory to 

the Board of Public Safety. The use of any inaccurate taximeter or other 

measuring instrument for the purpose of gauging or indicating distance 

traveled or waiting time, for the purpose of fixing rates to be collected 

from the public is hereby prohibited; it shall be the duty of the owner or 

operator using any taximeter to keep said taximeter accurate. 

(2) Every taximeter used for the purpose of gauging or indicating distance 

traveled or waiting time, or for the purpose of collection of fares for the 

public shall be inspected by the city Bureau of Weights and Measures or 

his designee once every six months. If any meter is found to be 

inaccurate, the taxicab to which it is attached shall not be operated until 

such meter is properly approved and adjusted on reinspection. When any 

inspection shows that a taximeter accurately records the proper fare it 

shall be sealed under the direction of the inspector of Weights and 

Measures of the City, or his designee, and a written certificate of 

inspection shall be issued to the owner of any such taxicab. It shall be 

unlawful for any unauthorized person to tamper with, break or mutilate 

any taximeter or the seal thereon, with the purpose of causing such 

taximeter to register any fare incorrectly or for any other purpose 

whatsoever. It shall be unlawful for any person to operate a taxicab 

without an operating taximeter in compliance herewith. 

(3) Every taximeter shall be so placed in said taxicab that the reading dial 

showing the amount to be charged shall be well lighted and readily 

discernible by the passenger riding in such taxicab. 
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(B) Display of names and rates. 

(1) Rate stmcture. The Board of Public Safety shall promulgate rules and 

regulations requiring the external display of the fare structure of the permittee's 

taxicabs. The display shall include: 

(a) The distance for which the original flag drop pays; 

(b) The rate per mile thereafter; 

(c) The charge per minute of waiting time; 

(d) Any surcharges added to the fare for fuel costs, serv1ce to specific 

locations or during specific hours. 

(2) Exterior information. There shall be on the outside of each taxicab, signs, 

cards or plates of a durable or permanent stmcture, showing the permittee's taxicab 

business name, taxicab permit number and current telephone number. The taxicab 

business name and telephone number shall be displayed prominently on both sides of 

the taxicab in accordance with the Board of Public Safety regulations. 

(C) Exterior conditions. 

(I) All taxicab vehicle bodies shall conform to the general specifications of the 

manufacturer. 

(2) All exterior paint work shall be maintained in good conditions, free of 

substantial scratches, chips and abrasions. 

(3) All doors must have operating handles that allow opening from both the 

inside and outside. Handles, knobs and arm rests are to be free of breaks and must 

be securely mounted. 

( 4) All suspension components affecting the ride and safety of vehicles shall be 

maintained such that they comply with the manufacturer's specifications. 
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(5) All windshield and window glass shall be maintained free from cracks, 

scratches, pitting, abrasions or any other condition that reduces clarity of vision. 

(D) Interior conditions. 

(1) Seat covers shall be permanently attached or fixed to the seats of the vehicle 

and have no exposed wire or sharp edges either from metal or hardened vinyl. No 

broken springs, sagging or horizontal slippage is allowable in either seat. 

(2) Seat belts are to be in operating condition and easily accessible by all 

passengers. 

(3) Every operating permit holder shall ensure that the interior of his taxicab is 

maintained at all times in a reasonable, clean condition. 

(E) Radio. All taxicabs shall be equipped with two-way radios or comparable 

communication devices such that office dispatchers may immediately and effectively 

notify drivers of requests for service. No taxicab permit holder shall possess in the 

place of business or dispatch operation any device used for the monitoring of a 

competitor's radio frequency. 

(F) Safety equipment. All taxicabs shall be equipped with a fire extinguisher, 

flares and a first aid kit. No owner shall permit the operation of a vehicle without 

said safety equipment, violation of which shall subject owner to a fine. 

('74 Code,§ 28-16) (Ord. S-201-85, passed 10-22-85; Am. Ord. G-30-90, passed 
12-18-90; Am. Ord. G-20-10, As Amended, passed 12-14-10; Am. Ord. G-37-11, 
passed 9-13-11) 

I]§ 116.74 ADVERTISEMENT. 

(A) It is unlawful for any public passenger vehicles licensed pursuant to this 

chapter to display any advertising sign or device, except as permitted by this section. 

(B) Taxicab licensees may apply for permits to display advertising on the exterior 

only of the vehicle. The Board of Public Safety shall designate its Taxi Inspector to 

enforce and promulgate regulations specifying the locations on the taxicab where 
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advertising may be displayed, as well as describing the permissible design, 

construction and method of affixing tbe display to the vehicle and also may include 

additional guidelines for such displays and tbe permit process. In establishing such 

criteria, considerations shall include: 

(I) Visual clutter and aesthetics on the public way; 

(2) The safety and comfort of passengers, drivers, pedestrians and other 

motorists; 

(3) The visibility of all information required by tbis chapter to be displayed on 

the exterior of taxicabs, including but not limited to vehicle numbers, ownership 

indicia, dome light and availability signal. 

(C) The Taxi Inspector shall inform applicants for an advertising display permit 

under this section whether the application is approved or disapproved within 30 

business days after its receipt of the completed application, unless tbe Taxi Inspector 

gives the applicant written notice, sent in compliance with Indiana Trial Rules, that 

an additional 30 days is needed to mal'e the determination and set forth the reasons. 

If the application is approved, the Taxi Inspector shall issue an advertising display 

permit. If the Taxi Inspector denies the permit application, tbe Taxi Inspector shall 

provide written notice, sent in compliance with Indiana Trial Rules, of the decision 

within such time period, stating the specific grounds and regulations that form the 

basis for such denial. If the Taxi Inspector fails to act within 30 business days after 

receipt of the application, or 60 business days if it has given advance notice of the 

need for an additional review period, the application shall be deemed granted and the 

permit shall be issued. The Taxi Inspector has the final authority to determine the 

type, scope and content of the submitted adve1tising. 

(D) Where tbe Taxi Inspector has by rule approved any type of advertising 

display device that involves the installation of a physical apparatus on the public 

passenger vehicle, an inspection of the initial installation of such device is required. 
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(E) An exterior advertising petmit issued under this section shall expire one year 

after the date of issue, unless sooner surrendered, revoked or terminated. 

(F) No permit for exterior advertising issued pursuant to this section shall be 

transferred or assigned. 

(G) The suspension or revocation of a public passenger vehicle license issued 

pursuant to this chapter shall act as the suspension or revocation of any advertising 

permit issued hereunder to the affected public passenger vehicles. 

(Ord. G-7-10, passed 6-22-10) 

WI APPENDIX: FEE AND FINE SCHEDULE 

(A) FEES. 

(1) COMPANY. 

New company application fee $125 

Annual permit fee for each vehicle -
includes semiannual inspection of 
vehicle and taximeter and BOS review of 
annual inspection $125 

Annual permit fee for each new vehicle 
added to an existing fleet during the 
calendar year - includes semiannual 
inspection of vehicles and taximeters 
added prior to May of calendar year and 
BOS review of application 

January 1 - EOM $125 

Februaryl-EOM $115 

March 1 - EOM $105 

April! - EOM $95 

May 1 - EOM $85 

June 1 - EOM $75 

July 1 - EOM $65 

August 1 - EOM $55 
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September 1 - EOM $45 

October 1 - EOM $35 

November I - EOM $25 

December 1- EOM $125 

Late charge for annual fees 
(renewals 10 days past due) $25 

Additional vehicle inspections $25 

Transfer of plate fee (car to car) $25 

(2) DRIVER. 

New taxicab drivers license- includes 
fingerprint fee $50 

Annual taxicab driver license renewal $25 

(B) FINES. 

(1) COMPANY. MAXIMUMFINE 

Operating without valid permit: $1,500 and/or revocation or suspension of permit; 

Tampering with taximeter: $1,500 and/or revocation or suspension of permit; 

Operating without a valid inspection: $1,500 and/or revocation or suspension of 

permit; 

Operating without required vehicle equipment: $1,500 and/or revocation or 

suspension of permit; 

Failure to display plate: $500; 

Failure to report transfer of plates: $500; 

Failure to submit monthly driver information or report change in employee's 

status: $500; 

Allowing drivers to operate vehicles without a valid license or with an expired 

license: $1 ,500; 

Other offenses: $500 and/or revocation or suspension oflicense. 
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(2) DRIVER. 

Tampering with taximeter: $1,500 and/or revocation or suspension of license; 

Falsifying application: $1,000 and/or revocation or suspension oflicense; 

Operating without a valid license: $1,500; 

Other offenses: $500 and/or revocation or suspension of license; 

(C) Each and every day that the violation exists may constitute a separate offense. 

(Res. R-75-02, passed 11-26-02; Am. Ord. G-37-03, passed 11-81-03; Am. Ord. G-
04-06, passed 4-11-06; Am. Ord. G-09-06, passed 8-22-06) 

SECTION 2. That this Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from 

and after its passage and any and all necessary approval by the Mayor. 

Council Member 

APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGALITY 

Carol Helton, City Attorney 
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GENERAL PROVISIONS 

[J § 116,01 DEFINITIONS. 

For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly 
indicates or requires a different meaning: 

LICENSE. A license to allow an individual to drive a permitted taxicab in the Cityeity. 

LICENSEE. A licensee is an individual who has been issued a taxicab driver's license by the 
Board of Public Safety. 

PERMIT. A permit for the utilization of a taxicab business in Fort Waynetfle-e.i:t.y, issued 
upon the approval offtfl<!-by the BoardeffieT of Public Safety. 

PERM/TEE. A permittee is an individual \vho has been issued a permit to operate a taxicab 
business by the eily-Board ofPublie Safety. 

PERSON. An individual, patinership or corporation. 

TAXICAB. A public passenger vehicle for hire only at lawful rates of fare, which, when it is 
being operated between a point of origin and a destination, are recorded and indicated by a 
taximeter or at rates as set forth in this chapter. 

TAXICAB INSPECTOR. That individual designated by the Board of Public Safety to 
perform inspections of taxicabs. 

TAXIMETER. A mechanical or electronic device which records and indicates a charge of fare 
measured by the distance traveled, a drop or pick-up fee, if any, waiting time, if any, and extra 
passengers, if any. 

(Ord. G-30-90, passed 12-18-90; Am. Ord. G-7-10, passed 6-22-10; Am. Ord. G-20-10, As 
Amended, passed 12-14-10) 

[:)rr§ 116.02 INTENT. 



This chapter is drafted with the intent of meeting the proceduralrequircmcnts ofiC 4-21.5. 
When, in conflict, this chapter shall be read to conform to IC 4-21.5 ct seq., and the Board of 
Public Safety shall conduct its proceedings accordingly. 

(Ord. G-30-90, passed 12-18-90) 

r:ift§ 116.03 COMPLIANCE. 

It shall be unlawful for any person to engage in the business of operating a taxicab except in 
compliance with the provisions contained in this chapter. 

(Ord. G-30-90, passed 12-18-90) 

r:Jft§ 116.04 VALID PERMIT AND LICENSE REQUIRED. 

It shall be unlawful for any person to engage in the business of operating a taxicab service 
\Vithout a valid taxicab vehicular permit for each taxicab and/or to allmv an individual to operate 
a taxicab without a taxicab license as required by this chapter. 

(Ord. G-30-90, passed 12-18-90; Am. Ord. G-09-06, passed 8-22-06) 

t,:)ft§ 116.05 AUTHORITY OF BOARD OF PUBLIC SAFETY. 

(A) The Board of Public Safety and/or its agent, subject to approval of the Common Council, 
is vested with power and authority and it shall be its duty to supervise and regulate taxicab 
performance and determine the adequacy of the service being furnished. Nothing contained 
herein shall be construed as granting unto the Board of Public Safety the power to establish rates 
of fares, which power is hereby exc1usively withheld. 

(B) Whenever the Board of Public Safety shall exercise its power and authority by 
establishing fines or regulatory standards for equipment and/or performance pursuant to the 
provisions contained herein, said Board shall submit a copy of any such fine schedule or 
regulations in the fbrm of a resolution to be approved by the Common Council prior to their 
implementation. 

-(C)_-The Board of Public Safety shall have the power and authority to prescribe and 
administer rules and regulations and issue orders, in conformity with the provisions ofthis 
chapter, to prescribe the conduct of persons operating taxicabs in the City. The Board of Public 
Safety may delegate its authority to a designated agent to act on the Board's behalf. including but 
not limited to, issuing and immediately suspending taxicab licenses and/or permits for violation 
of any provisions of this chapter. The permittee and/or licensee may pursue a remedy pursuant to 
§ 116.56 of this chapter.ffiy. The Board of Public Safety may hire persons to carry out its 
function, including but not limited to vehicle inspections, taximeter inspections and random 
inspections to determine whether fares are being charged which conform to the rates posted in 
and on the vehicle. 

(D) The Board ofPublic Safety shall keep on file in its office, open to the inspection ofthe 
public, the following information: 

(1) A register of names of each person engaged in the taxicab business with the date and 
complete record of inspection made of all vehicles operated pursuant to this chapter. 



(2) An indexed record of all orders made and entered under pursuant to the provisions of 
this chapter. 

(E) ln addition to maintaining a list of permittees, the Board ofPublie Safety shall assign a 
serial body number to each motor vehicle described in such list as originally filed or amended 
and place such number opposite the description of such motor vehicle in such list. 

(F) The Board of Public Safety is hereby authorized to promulgate a schedule of 
administrative fees and fines which may be levied in lieu of or in addition to the revocation and 
suspension of any permit or license issued under the provisions of this chapter. Any such 
regulation may-sftatl- also include provision for notice and a hearing before the Board of Public 
Safety in those cases where permits or licenses are revoked or suspended. 

(Ord. G-30-90, passed 12-18-90; Am. Ord. G-37-03, passed 11-18-03) 

[Jfl-§ 116.06 UNLAWFUL OPERATION OF TAXICAB FOR COMPENSATION. 

(A) It shall be unlawful for any person to operate a taxicab for compensation with the 
knowledge that the taximeter is not authorized by a valid penn it or that grounds for revocation or 
suspension of said permit exist pursuant either to the rules and regulations hereafter promulgated 
by the Board of Public Safety or the provisions contained in this chapter. 

(B) It shall be unlawful for any taxicab driver or person in the business of operating a taxicab 
for compensation to: 

(1) Charge an additional type offcc or higherfee other than those fees posted. With the 
exception of contracted or special out-of-town fares, it shall be unlawful to charge a fare less 
than those posted. 

(2) Throw the flag of a taximeter in a recording position when such taxicab is not actually 
employed or to fail to throw the flag of such taximeter to the non-recording position at the 
termination of each service. 

(3) Transport a greater number of passengers than the rated scat capacity ofthe taxicab. 

( 4) Fail to answer all calls received in the order or receipt, unless the licensee reasonably 
believes the receipt of a call will place him/her in fear of bodily harm. 

(5) Refuse, upon request, to give a passenger a written receipt showing the fare due and the 
miles and minutes employed. 

(6) Drive passengers via indirect or circuitous routes for the primary purpose of obtaining 
higher fees. 

(7) Refuse to provide services on the basis of the short length of the prospective ride. 

(8) Fail to display a valid license, issued pursuant to this chapter, in the taxicab interior in 
full view of any passenger. 

(9) Pick up additional passengers \Ylthout prior consent of the passengers already in the 
taxicab. 



(10) Smoke while the vehicle is occupied by a passenger or; 

(11) Use a taxicab for any illegal activity. 

(C) It shall not be unlawful for any taxicab driver or person in the business of operating a 
taxicab fi·om charging an additional fee or surcharge from that measured by the taximeter, 
provided: 

(1) The passenger is aware of the additional fee or surcharge at the time the passenger 
requests the dispatch of the taxicab. 

(2) The taxicab driver verbally advises the passenger of the additional fee or surcharge 
before the initial flag drop. 

(3) The additional fee or surcharge is posted on the vehicle pursuant to the provisions of this 
chapter and rules and regulations promulgated by the Board of Public Safety. 

(Ord. G-30-90, passed 12-18-90; Am. Ord. G-33-02, passed 11-26-02: Am. Ord. G-09-06, 
passed 8-22-06; Am. Ord. G-20-10, As Amended, passed 12-14-10) 

PERMIT REQUIREMENTS; OBLIGATIONS 

[JtT§ 116.20 APPLICATIONS FOR PERMIT; PROOF OF COMPLIANCE WITH 
MINIMUM STANDARDS. 

(A) Any person desiring to operate taxicabs upon any public street or in any public place 
within the Citveity shall file an application for a permit with the clerk of the Board of Public 
Safety upon a form which the Board shall provide, f}ee of charge, to all applicants. Such 
applications shall be verified under oath and shall furnish the following information: 

(I) Name of the applicant; 

(2) Name of the applicant's business and whether the business is owned individua11y, as a 
partnership, or as a corporation; 

(3) Applicant's business location; 

( 4) Applicant's business mailing address; 

(5) Applicant's business phone number; 

(6) Applicant's home address and home phone number of the person signing the application; 

(7) The number of permits requested; 

(8) Make, model, vehicle identification number, title number and state license plate number 
for each vehicle to be permitted; 

(9) The trade name under which the business will operate andefJerateaBd the telephone 
number which will be used by customers to contact the business for service; 

(10) The names and addresses of any and all persons holding a 10% or greater beneficial 
interest in the applicant's business or company. Failure to disclose such interest holders shall be 



grounds for the denial of the application of any applicant and the immediate revocation of the 
permit or permits of any permittee; 

(11) A statement by the applicant that it intends to own or lease at least one taxicab for usc 
in the business; 

(12) The type and amount of communication equipment vvhich the applicant intends to own 
or lease for use in the business. Nothing contained herein shall prevent the applicant :fi·om 
renting communication services from an existing dispatch provider; 

_ill (1 3) WHether the aJ3FJlieaat L; eaJ3a8le ef previding er inteHds to pfffii-i.6e full 2'1 ko:tr 
taxieab sen iee in m:eh day of eaeh week, in tHe Oj3eratien of tHe 8Hsiaess; 

----fl-4) A statement by the applicant that it intends to purchase a policy ofinsurance which 
conforms to the requirements for insurance set out in this chapter; 

(l_4B) Such other information as the Board of Public Safety may require. 

(13) The applicant shall also submit attachments to the application, to the Board ofPublic 
Safety to show compliance 'vith the following terms and conditions: 

(1) Proof of inspection ofthe vehicle by a taxicab inspector to be designated by the Board 
ofpublic Safety. 

(2) Insurance certification proving that the applicant has met the insurance requirements of 
this chapter. 

(3) Such other documentation as may be required by the Board of Public Safety. necessary 
to verif)' the truthfulness of the application under consideration. 

(Ord. G-30-90, passed 12-18-90; Am. Ord. G-10-10. passed 7-27-10; Am. Ord. G-20-10, As 
Amended, passed 12-14-10; Am. Ord. G-37-11. passed 9-13-11) 

CJf't§ 116.21 ISSUANCE OF PERMITS. 

(A) After examining ail submitted applications for compliance with this chapter, the Board of 
Public Safety shall issue or deny permits to the qualifying applicants on a first-come, first-served 
basis, as determined by the date the application was submitted. Permits shall be issued or denied 
'vithin 60 days after the date of the application submission. 

(B) A minimum of one permitted lbur-door vehicle shall be required. No permits shall be 
issued to any individual or taxicab company who, upon initial application for permit, fails to 
qualif)' at least one vehicle for receipt of permits. Any person engaged in the taxicab business in 
the Cityei-ty under a permit first issued by the Board of Public Safety is prohibited fl·om reducing 
the number of permits he holds to under one vehicle. 

(C) Upon issuance of permits by the Board of Public Safety. permittee shall pay a permit fcc 
to the Cityei-ty accounting clerk. The permit shall not be valid until said fcc is paid. Permits 
shall be valid until December 3 I of the year of issuance. All renewal permits shall be issued on a 
calendar year basis. 



(D) The Board of Public Safety shall provide a metal number plate for each motor vehicle for 
which a permit has been issued and which is described in the schedule filed with the Board of 
Public Safety, which plate shall, at all times \Vhen such motor vehicle is being operated or used 
upon any public street, highway or other public place in the Citye-fty as a taxicab, be 
conspicuously displayed on the fiunt and rear thereof. In the event the holder of any permit 
desires to transfer such plate fi·om the motor vehicle for which it was issued and use the same on 
another motor vehicle, he shall immediately notify the Board orPublic Safety and furnish them 
with the name of the make, the serial number and the seating capacity of such motor vehicle to 
which such plate is to be transferred. 

(Ord. G-30-90, passed 12-18-90; Am. Ord. G-7-10, passed 6-22-10) 

Clft§ 116.22 ANNUAL RENEWAL OF PERMIT. 

Rene·wal permits shall be applied for and issued in the above-mentioned manner and upon the 
same basis as original permits. For each renewal permit a fee shall be charged and paid to the 
Cityeft.y accounting clerk. Failure to apply for a renewal permit within 60teH days of the 
expiration ofthe original or any subsequent petmit shall result in a late fine. 

(Ord. G-30-90, passed 12-18-90) 

ft§ 116.23 DENIAL OF PERMIT OR REFUSAL TO RENE'N. 

(A) A tm<iea8 J3ermit ma) Be deaied 8) the Bean:! ef PHBlie Saf'ety fer fl:li!Hre te eomJ3l) v. itft 
§§ 116.29,116.21 er 116.22; §§116.2·1,118.2§, 116.28, 116.27 er 116.28; 
jj 116.79 tareugil116.72 er! 116.71. !fa ~ermit is deaied, the a~rlieaat t:ilall ~e se aeti!led is 
wffiiflgo 

(B) AH)' Bl'Jplieaat deHied a f!Bf'IT1it b)' the Board efPHBlie Safety ma), vl'ithin 15 da)S after the 
afl[!lieatieH for l'lermit reHewal is deHied, apfleal the BearEl/s deeisieH iH tHe maHHer set e:.;t Belew. 

(C) la-mak~1 "hetiler te renew a permit, the llaard shall-€005i<ler.J!w-ffi~ 

(1) :'Hiherenee efthe mvner aHd.'er Bflera!er eftfle Yehiele te the l'JI'G\ ision.o efthis ehapter 
t:nd ether BflplieaBle eha13ters efthe eit) eede; 

(2) \Vflether the reqt±iremeHts ef issuance of aAy initial J3Grt'Ait as deseribed in #lis ehaJ3ter 
continue le be met; 

(3) Tile Board shall aeti!i' tile permit fielder is writiag of tile denial efaay applieuliea for 
reA Em a! of a f!Emnil, whieh netiee shall beeome a fincJ erder aAer 15 days if Hot aeted UflOA 
eader (D) ~elew; 

(D) Afl) f!Bl'mit holder v.hese aHHHal pennit reHe\'oal Has Been d.enied b) the Beard efPHBlie 
Safety rna), within 15 d<:ys afler the <:f3fllieatien fm J3ermit renewal i:; deAied, al'Jpeal !he Bem·d1s 
deeisien iH the maAAer set OHt Belm\ ancl/or file a petition for stay ofeffec:iveAeSsl'JHl'SHant te JC 
~ 21.§ 3 5. 

(OrEi. G 39 99, passe812 18 9G; ,\m. Ora. G 29 19, As AmeaEieEi, passe812 11 19) 

ft§ 116.21 GOOD AND REASONABLE SERVICE TO BE PROVIDED AT ALL TIMES. 



All persens heJEling eiby tm:ieab permits sHall Be ebligateEi te previEle geeEi aH:El reasenaBle 
smviee te all parts efthe eity. Companies Ae!Eling tHree er mere tanieab pennils sHall be reqttireEi 
ffi..eperate 2'1 he:·n·s a Eiay) eaeh anEl every Elay of the year, unless preventeEi By a Iaber s!rike er an 
aet ef GeEI. Cempanies fielcling three-er-mere-ta*c-a--b-pem~its shall J3Feettfe-the-ser-viees-ef..a 
business effiee \\ ith sHffieient empleyees te answer all ealls 2 I flem·s a day, eaefi aAd e', ery da) 
of the year. Ta:deab j3ermit fielders shall mlditieAally be reqHireEl te eBtaiA at first eppertm'lit) 
ttH:-4-tflered'.er te maintain a listing eftfleir tracle Rame aRE! 13fieHe HHmber y,flere tfle puBlie ean 
reaeh-th€-fJermit helder's Elispateher in order to oblain serviee. 

(Ore. G 30 90, rassed 12 18 91Jt-Am,-Ord. G 20 lO, As A&:eeded, passed 12 14 10) 

R§ 1Hi.2§ 116.23 ALL PERMITS TO BE KEPT ACTIVE. 

All persons holding Citve-ity taxicab permits must maintain in operating condition the vehicles 
for which the permits were issued. In the event that a vehicle for which a permit has been issued 
becomes inoperable, the person holding the permit shall notify the Board of Public Safety 
immediately and shall have 90 days fi·om the date of such notification to make the vehicle 
operable or to purchase a replacement vehicle. during which time the permit is suspended and the 
vehicle cannot be in service.-; If the vehicle has not been made operable within 90 days, the 
permit for that vehicle shall be revoked. 

(Ord. G-30-90, passed 12-18-90) 

IT§ 116.2& MAINTAINING FILE ON DRIVER INFORMATION. 

E·, ery fielder of a permit to operate. tanieabs, issued an previded iR tHis eHapter, shall maiHtaiR 
eR file iA tHeir ovm effiee tHe Ramo, eurreRt address, state operator's lieeAse type aRd RtlmbeF 
v. itfl expira-tieH Elate, and tHe eity taxi lieeHse expiratioA date of eaet: of their drivers, as well as 
the name and adEiress of the ne:tct of kin ofs:ieh driver '?t'Ao sh£H:H.e..-be-Retifier:i iR ease of 
emergene). Tl'lis list shall Be forward eEl te Hre Dej3artmeRt of WeigHts aAd Measures e~ 
menth, no later than the first Monda) ef eaefl meBth, aad sHall be betA eurreBt aBEl eemj3lete. 
With tl'le eneeption efne;~t efkiA, BA)' ehaHges iA the iAfermatioR set oat a8e\'e sl'lall be 
forv.arEieEl to tHe DeJ3artment ef \Veights anEI Measures. 

(Ord. G 30 90, ~assed 12 18 90: ArR. Ord. G 09 OG, passes 8 22 0&) 

IT§ 116.27116.24 LIABILITY INSURANCE. 

(A) During the term of a permit issued pursuant to this chapter, the permittee or owner of a 
taxicab authorized by the permit shall -maintain in full force and effect at no cost to the Cityei-ty 
a comprehensive auto and general liability insurance policy. Said policy shall be issued by an 
admitted insurer or an insurer deemed acceptable by the Board of Public Safety., or an insurer as 
defined by state laws and shall provide the following: 

(1) Commercial general liability coverage in an amount no less than $1.000.000 single limit 
per occurrence; 

(2) Auto liability coverage in an amount no less than $300.000 combined single limit per 
occurrence: 



(3) Uninsured liabilitv coverage in an amount no less than $60.000. 

(4) Underinsured liability coverage in an amount no less than $50.000. 

(1) I.iability eoverage ifl an amotmt Roless tflan $1GG,GOO single limit J3Cr eeeHrrenee; 

(2) That the Citvetty, its officers, employees and agents are to be named as additional 
insureds under the policy; 

(3) That the policy will operate as primary insurance and that no other insurance effected by 
the City-e+ty or other named insured 'viii be called on to contribute to a loss covered thereunder~;: 
am¥, 

(4) Coverage for all losses and damages as specified in §116.25 I 1 ~.28 and; 

(5) That the insurance policy on file shall contain a provision stating that no cancellation, 
change in coverage,. or expiration by the insurance company or the insured shall occur during the 
term of the taxicab vehicular permit, without QW days written notice to the Board of Public 
Safety prior to the effective date of such cancellation or change in coverage. 

(B) A certificate reeeij3t For the fHlly paid J30iiey of insurance policy required by division (A) 
shall be presented to the Board of Public Safety at the time of making application for permits and 
at the time of inspection as set out in§ 116.20 of this chapter.~ 

(C) In the event of failure of any owner to obtain or maintain in effect such deposit or such 
insurance policy, the Board of Public Safety and/or its agent shaH immediately suspend the 
permit and/or license and provide written notice of this suspension to the permit and/or licensee 
holder. The permit and/or licensee holder may pursue its remedy pursuant to§ 116.56 of this 
chapter. sHall onler tHe eaneellatien eftfle flennit as provided in this seelion. 

_ (D) The Hoard of PuB fie Safety may authorize alten1ati\ es to the insHranee ret]Hirements of 
this seetiot\ ineluding self insmanee as providecl for uncler Incliana laws, after cletermh1ing that 
tHe fJHBlie health and safety v. ill net Se jeopardizeS tbereBy. Any sHeb alternatives sflall Se-fi-fst 
fr_f3fJFOYed By resolution efthe Common Co\:!Heil. 

(Ord. G-30-90, passed 12-18-90; Am. Ord. G-33-02, passed 11-26-02) 

iJ-8-§ 116.25U- INDEMNIFICATION; LIABILITY. 

The permittee and taxicab owner shall assume the defense of, and indemnify and hold 
harmless, the Cityef.t:y, its officers, employees and agents from and against all actions, claims, 
losses, damages, liability, costs and expenses of every type and description, including but not 
limited to attorney fees, to which any or all of them may be subjected by reason of, or resulting 
from, directly or indirectly, in whole or in part, the acts or omissions of the permittee or the 
pcrmittee1s agents, officers or employers, directly or indirectly arising from the operation of a 
taxicab. The foregoing is not intended to and shall not be construed to limit any responsibilities 
or liability that the permittee may be subjected to under other laws. 

(Ord. G-30-90, passed 12-18-90) 

TAXICAB DRIVER'S LICENSE 



[:!ft§ 116.40 LICENSE REQUIRED. 

No person shall drive for compensation or offer to drive ±Or compensation a taxicab unless he 
holds a valid taxicab driver license issued pursuant to this subchapter. 

(Ord. G-30-90, passed 12-18-90) 

[Jft§ 116.41 LICENSE APPLICATION PROCEDURE. 

ill- Applications for a taxicab driver license shall be obtained and shall be filed with the 
Board of Public Safety. Such applications shall be verified under oath and shall contain the 
following: 

(lA) The name and address of the applicant; 

(~B-) The number of a valid state public passenger chauffeur or commercial driver's license 
issued to the applicant, and date of license expiration; 

(JG) A statement of whether the applicant's driver license has ever been revoked or suspended 
and, if so, the reason for such revocation or suspension together with the applicant's current 
Bureau of Motor Vehicles driver's license abstract; 

(AD) A list of each conviction of the applicant. The list shall, for each such conviction, set 
fmih the date of arrest, the offense charged and the offense of which applicant was convicted; 

(~£) A list of the applicant's physical or mental disabilities or incapacities. With respect to 
each such disability or incapacity, applicant shall state whether the same would interfere with the 
proper management and control of a motor vehicle; 

(.QF) A statement as to 'vhether applicant is or ever has been addicted to the use of alcohol or 
any controlled substance defined in the state criminal code; 

(lG) A list of all prescription medication which applicant takes on a regular or episodic basis; 

(]H) Proof ofU .S. citizenship and/or work visa status; 

(2I) Such other information as may be required by the Board of Public Safety to further the 
pmvose of this subchapter. 

(B) A taxicab driver's license may be denied by the Board of Public Saf'ety for failure to 
complv with any orovisions of this chapter on the following: 

(1) Has been convicted of any act involving dishonesty. fraud or deceit with intent to 
substantially benefit himself or herself or another. or substantially injure another: 

(2) Is believed to have a physical or mental disability or incapacity believed to impair 
mental and motor skills. or takes medication. uses alcohol or any controlled substance as defined 
in the state criminal code, subject to medical documentation as required by the Board: or 

(3) Has a felony conviction within the past five years or is currently on parole or 
probation. Provided. however. that the license shall be denied upon any ofthe grounds specified 
in this division only if. in the opinion of the Board of Public Safety. the crime. act, disability. 

., ____ Formatted: list Paragraph, Numbered+ 
Level: 1 + Numbering Style: A, B, c, ... + Start 
at: 1 + Alignment: Left+ Aligned at: 0.08" + 
Indent at: 0.33" 



incapacity or impairment from a substance consumed. is substantial !y related to or shall 
adversely affect the qualifications. functions or duties of the applicant. 

(C) Any applicant denied a license shall be entitled to a refund of the license fee paid to the 
City Accounting Clerk. 

(Ord. G-30-90, passed 12-18-90; Am. Ord. G-33-02, passed 11-26-02; Am. Ord. G-20-10, As 
Amended, passed 12-14-10; Am. Ord. G-37-11, passed 9-13-11) 

i.:lrr§ 116.42 ISSUANCE OF LICENSE. 

(A) A taxicab driver license shall be issued by the Board of Public Safety: 

(1) Upon receipt of a complete application as specified in§ ll6.4l.J..l44+ and payment of 
the license fee to the Citv~ accounting clerk, or their duly authorized representative, so long as 
the following conditions are met: 

(a) No grounds for permit denial or revocation exist, and 

(b) After fingerprinting of the applicant by the Fort Wayne Police Department and 
submission of two recent dated photographs, one to be attached to the application and one to be 
attached to the driver's license, if issued. 

(B) The Director of Weights and Measures, 'vith prior approval of the City Attomey's office, 
may issue a provisional taxicab license, not to exceed 60 days in duration, prior to issuance of a 
permanent license by the Board of Public Safety. 

(C) All licenses shall expire one year from the date of issuance unless sooner revoked. A 
license shall not be transferable. 

(D) All licenses so issued must be renewed 'vithin 30teH days of expiration, at which time the 
expired license shall be relinquished to the city accounting clerk, or their duly authorized 
reprcsentativeatJtherizedrej3resentative, and a rcnC\val fcc paid. Failure to apply for renewal 
·within said time frame shall subject holder to a fine and a delayed effective date of the rene\ved 
license during which time the applicant is not permitted to operate a taxicab. 

(E) Any applicant denied a license shall be entitled to a refund of the license fee paid to the 
city accounting clerk, or their duly authorized representative. 

(Ord. G-30-90, passed 12-18-90; Am. Ord. G-12-03, passed 4-22-03; Am. Ord. G-07-04, passed 
4-13-04) 

[,JTJ-§ 116.43 DJSPLA Y OF LICENSE. 

The driver of every taxicab shall have the license visibly displayed in such vehicle at all times 
and shall produce it upon demand of any passenger or taxicab inspector. 

(Ord. G-30-90, passed 12-18-90) 

ft§ 11G.44 LICENSE DENIAL OR REFUSf.L TO RENEW. 



(:\) A ta;deab Elrh er's lieeHse ma; B~e Board of Pt~blie Safety OR the following 
grot:mEis: 

(1) The applicant fuilee to suemit a emBplete application, as speeilice in jll 6.'11; 

(2) The applieanllailed tn suemitlingcrprinting and photograplL>, as requires il) N 116. 42; 

(3) The Rj3!3liet:nt kno',\iHgl; maEle a false statement of faet reqHireEl to Be re\ ealefr..ffi-.t.fle 
lioense apfJlieatioR; 

('I) T!Je applieant; 

(a) Has beett-eetn ieteEl of HR) t:et inYoh ing ElishoFJesty, fi'aw:l m Eleeeit with ir:tent to 
sH8staHtiall; 8eHe-fi.:t-himnelf or herself or aHotAerl or su8staHtially injure anotAer; Of 

(8) Has a ph; sied or mental disaBility or ineapaeity kl:own te irnf.Jair J'flental and nwtor 
&Iillis, or takes meEii-eation, Hses aleohol or an; eonlrolled s~:~Bs!anee-as--Eie-fffi.e.El.-itr-the-state 
eriH1i11al eode,tW 

(e) lias a feloAy eoHvietion within the fJBSt fh'e years or is GUITeHtly on f)arole or 
probatioH. Prm iEieEI, hoY<'G'• er, tha! the lieense shall be denieEl upon any of the grouHEls SfJeei11eEI 
in tHis didshm (4) only if, iB the opiBion of the Board ofPl.iblie Safety, the erime, ael, ElisaBility, 
ineapaeit; or imJ3airmeBt from a st~bstanee eensHH1ed is rHbstaHtially related te or shall aEiversel) 
et1'eet the qualifieatioAs, il:metioHs or dHties of the Bf'~ 

(B) The Board shall notify tAe apfJliean~ in writing of the Elenial of any Rfl!3lieatiofl or reHe\\al 
ef a lieense, wl:J.ieh noties shall beeome a final order after 15 days if 110t aoteEI U!3Dn under (C) -(C) :\H) npplieant EleRieEI a lieeHse or reHev.al thereefB; the BoarEl ofPt!1Jlie Safety may, 
within l5 dn).l after tHe apJ3lientieH is denied, a13peal the BoarEI.1s El.eeisioB in the manner set out 
iH § 116.57 If renewal is El.enieEl. the aflj3lieant also may file a petition :for stay of efJeetiveHess 
pHrsHaRt to IC •I 21.5 3 5. 

(D) Any apf.llieant denieEI. a lieense sha-!4--be--eB#tle44&-a-refund-e-f-the-+ic-e-nse--tee-pa-k-i--tH--lfH3 
Cilj Aee01;;111ting Clerk. 

(Ora. G 3Q 9Q, passed 12 18 9Q) 

SUSPENSION AND REVOCATION OF PERMITS AND LICENSES 

CJft§ 116.55 GROUNDS FOR PERMIT AND/OR LICENSE DENIAL. REFUSAL TO ---i Fo,matted• spaceAfte" 9 pt 

RENEW. REYOCATION, SUSPENSION. REVOCATION AND/-OR IMPOSITION OF 
FINE, Formatted: Font: (Default) Calibri, 11 pt, Not 

Bold, Font color: Auto 

The Board of Public Safety and/or its designated agent may denv. reJlise to renew a license 
and/or nermit. or immediately suspend a license and/or permit fOr {l.c) For the violation of any 
of the provisions of this chapter., 

_ reg1:1lating the OflCrating and use of taxieabs(Ord. G-30-90. nassed 12-18-90: Am. Ord. G-37-
03. passed 11-18-03) 



[::) § 116.56 PROCEDURE FOR PERMIT AND/OR LICENSE DENIAL. REFUSAL TO 
RENEW, SUSPENSION OR REVOCATION. 

(A) After the Board of Public Safety or its agent denies. refuses to renew. or immediately 
suspends a taxicab permit and/or a taxicab driver's license, the Board shall provide written 
notice, sent in comnliance with Indiana Trial Rules. to the applicant. permitee or licensee stating 
the grounds for the Bom·d 1s action. The notice shall also inform the addressee that the Board's 
action will become a final order and the permit and/or license considered revoked in 30 days if 
addressee docs not (1) rectify the violation prior to end of the susnension and/or (2) request a 
hearing on the matter before the Board. During the time period of the suspension. the permittee 
or licensee shall not operate under the provisions of this ordinance. 
(B) At the hearing to he heldeity and aH) regulation icsued by the Board of Public Safety. the+-~ Formatted: List Paragraph 

applicant permitee and/or licensee shall be given the opportunity to present witnesses and 
evidence, to be represented hv counsel and to examine a!l witnesses presented. The Board of 
Public Safety shall mail a vvrilten order stating (he grounds for the Board1s decision following a 
hearing in the case. Said order shall be con::;idered a final order for the purpose oflC 4-21.5-3. 

([)) If the applicant permittee or licensee is dissatisfied with Board's decision. such person 
may appeal in the manner provided in § 116.57. 

ill J3l:lrSHaRt to the a:-1tflerity eoRfetTed UflOA :;Hell Beard By virtue of tHe _f)revisions of this 
eha~hlie-8afety-ef.llle-;;-#~R-!R<Htl&H&H-t>l'ffi€lt--Booro-BHtn)' 

memBer thereof, assess a fine, Fe\ oke or sus_f)enEl aH) f3Crffiit isstted unEler tfle provi.riens ef tHis 
~ 

(B) l!pon motion e!'the Beard ofPuhlie Safet) er <:H) memBer thereof: a taJdeaB Elrh er1s 
license may be revoked er SHS_f)enEled er the lieenses may be subjeet to <:fine 8) tl'le .Beard ef 
P1:1blie Safety on any of tHe follewing groumls: 

(1) Violatiea ef! J J §.Go; er 

(2) If, sinee the issBanee efthe lieense, grounds fer lieense denial pHrsuant to ~ 116.'14 h.ave 
eeemTed, er 

(3) The applieant has !Jeen leo ad ey the lleara l1f Poe lie Safet) te ha' e kmm iagly mc:ae a 
false statement of faet iR ~he permit applieatioH; er 

('1) The apJ3lieaHt is feBnd te ha\ e transferred er sa lEI the lieeHse to an indh iEiual otheF thaA 
~erson Hamed en the lieense applieatieH. 

(C) Reveeatfens shall be effeetive for 9G days er until tHe f1rol=libition has Been reeti!ieEl te the 
so:tisfaetion efthe-BoarE:l, whiehever is later. 

-(f)) Acting as an agent of the Board of Public Safety, the Taxicab Inspector may issue a 
complaint to Allen Superior Court for violation of any of the provisions of this chapter involving 
fines. 

(Ord. G-30-90, passed 12-18-90; Am. Ord. G 37 G3, passeclll 18 G3) 



ft~o PROCEflURE FOR PERMIT ANfliOR LICI:NSE 9ENIAL, REVOCATION 
OR SUSPENSIOM. 

Vr) The Board ofP1;1blie :;;;afety may ref1;1ce to iss1;1e or may revoke or Sl;lSpeH-4-a-tit*ieaB .. ----{Formatted: List Paragraph 
permit or a ta:;:ieab driver's lieetTS&ofil.y-upoo-3~'-fi.ttefl-fleHee-tEHh:e-appHeant, 6usin.-ess 
Oi\Rer or lieeHsee. SHeh notiee sHall speeifieally state the grounds fer the proposed aetioR aRd 
inform tRe addressee tflat said order shall beeome final \\ ithin 30 da) s if said af!plicarlt, ov. ner or 
-1-i-c--eH-See does Hot file a petition for reeonsideration v.ith the Board ofPHhlie Safet) within said 
time frame, reEJHestin.g a heariAg en the matter. At the hearing, !o he held By the Board ofPul11ie 
Safety, the apj3'liean.!, O'NRer or licensee shall be given the opportunity to present wi!nesses ami 
Beeumentary evidooee, te be represented by eo1:msel a REI to e1<amhw all vl'itnesses presen.teEl. The 
Director ofthe Board ofPublie Sai=Cty sflall mail or otherwise fHmisA to the apf!liean.t, ovmer or 
lieensee a ',Hitten e.ffier stating the gro1:1nEls for the Board's decit'ion fello;:ving a heariAg iH the 
ease. SaiEl erEier sHaH be considered a fin.al order R1Hfl.e..rt±fflese efiC 4 21.5 3. 

(B) If the applieaHt, owner er lieensee is Elissatisiled witH tAe deeisieH efthe Cl1air efthe 
BoarS eff2.1:100e Safety in orEleriAg the denial, revoeation or Sl:ISJ3eAsioA of the permit er license, 
SB-el1 persoA may apreal h'l the manHer provided in~ 116.57. 

~ 30 90, ~asseill2 18 90; Am. Ore. G-20-10, As Amended, passed 12-14-10) Penalty. 
sec§ 10.99Penalty, see! 10.99 

[Jfr§ 116.57 APPEAL FROM FINAL ORDER 

Any person adversely affected by any final order made by the Board of Public Safety under the 
provisions of this chapter may, within 30 days after such order is entered, file a petition for 
judicial review in the circuit or the superior courts of the county against the Board of Public 
Safety to vacate or set aside any such order on the ground that such order is insufficient, 
unreasonable, unlawful or procured by fraud or other unlavvful methods. Summons shall issue 
upon the complaint filed in such action and be served on the Board of Public Safety in the 
manner now provided by the law in civil actions, and the procedure in the trial of such cause 
shall be the same in the trial of civil actions. An appeal from the judgment of the County Circuit 
or Superior Court in any such cause may be taken to the appropriate appeals court in the manner 
now provided for appeals in civil actions. This is adopted pursuant to IC 4R21.5R5R5. 

(Ord. G-30-90, passed 12-18-90) 

VEHICLES AND EQUIPMENT 

Drr§ 116.70 INSPECTION RULES AND REGULATIONS. 

(A) Prior to the use and operation of any vehicle under the provisions of this chapter, such 
vehicle shall be delivered to a place designated by the Board of Public Safety for inspection. The 
time ofthc requested inspection shall be designated by the agent of the Board. Failure to comply 
with scheduled inspections may invalidate the oppmiunity to pursue the permit at the discretion 
of the Board. The vehicle shall be inspected by the Taxicab Inspector to ascetiain \\'hether it 
complies with such reasonable rules and regulations as may be prescribed by the Board of Public 



Safety and the provisions of this chapter. These rules and regulations shall be promulgated by 
the Board of Public Safety to provide safe and clean transportation and shall specify conditions 
and safety equipment deemed necessary therefore. 

~(B) When a Taxicab Inspector finds that a vehicle has met all the established standards he 
shall inform the Board of Public Safety. 

('74 Code,§ 28-13) (Ord. S-201-85, passed 10-22-85; Am. Ord. S-13-86, passed 1-28-86; Am. 
Ord. G-30-90, passed 12-18-90) 

[Jrr§ 116.71 FREQUENCY OF INSPECTION; FEE. 

(A) Every vehicle operating under this chapter shall be inspected initially and every six 
months thereafter by the Taxicab Inspector to ensure the continued maintenance of clean, sate, 
operating conditions. Every vehicle must also be inspected after it has been involved in an 
accident. A fee shall be charged by the Board ofPublic Safety for the purpose of maintaining 
inspections, \Vhich fee shall be determined by the Board and approved by resolution of the 
Common Council. 

(B) In addition, the Taxicab Inspector or peace officers commissioned by the Cityei-ty, after 
displaying proper identification, may make reasonable and periodic inspections of any vehicle 
operating under a taxicab permit for the purpose of determining whether the vehicle is in 
compliance with the provisions of this subchapter and the rules and regulations promulgated by 
the Board of Public Safety. 

(C) Any vehicle which is found, after any such inspection, to be unsafe or in any way 
unsuitable for taxi service, may be immediately ordered out of service and before again being 
placed in service shall be placed in a safe, suitable condition, inspected and approved by the 
Taxicab Inspector. 

(D) No owner shall allow a vehicle to be operated without a valid inspection sticker. 
Violation of this section shall subject the owner to a fine. 

('74 Code,§ 28-14) (Ord. S-201-85, passed 10-22-85; Am. Ord. G-30-90, passed 12-18-90) 

i;J£7§ 116.72 REFUSAL TO ALLOW INSPECTION. 

If any person who owns or is in control of a taxicab refuses to allow the inspection of the 
vehicle, the permit for that vehicle shall be automatically suspendedre\ okeci Uf3DH the\ erified 
ffiftfeffiettt-of the Tanieab InsfJeetor and shall not be reissued for a period of 90 days or until the 
vehicle has been presented for inspection and passes said inspection, whichever is later. Jf no 
action is taken before the 90 days, the permit for that vehicle will automatically revoke. 

('74 Code,§ 28-15) (Ord. S-201-85, passed 10-22-85; Am. Ord. G-30-90, passed 12-18-90) 

DB§ 116.73 REQUIRED EQUIPMENT AND CONDITION OF TAXICAB. 

The Board of Public Safety is hereby empowered to promulgate the rules and regulations 
consistent with the provisions of this chapter as may be necessary or desirable to aid in attaining 
compliance with the provisions and purposes of this chapter. The rules and regulations shall 
include, but shall not be limited to, the following minimum standards: 



(A) Taximeter. 

Ql_Evcry taxicab shall be equipped with a taximeter of a make satisfactory to the Board 
of Public Safety. The use of any inaccurate taximeter or other measuring instrument 
for the purpose of gauging or indicating distance traveled or 'vaiting time, for the 
purpose of fixing rates to be collected H·om the public is hereby prohibited; it shall be 
the duty of the ovmer or operator using any taximeter to keep said taximeter accurate. 

!1l_Every taximeter used for the purpose of gauging or indicating distance traveled or 
·waiting time, or for the purpose of collection of fares for the public shall be inspected 
by the city Bureau of Weights and Measures or his designee once every six months. 
If any meter is found to be inaccurate, the taxicab to which it is attached shall not be 
operated until such meter is properly approved and adjusted on reinspection. When 
any inspection shows that a taximeter accurately records the proper fare it shall be 
scaled under the direction of the inspector of Weights and Measures of the £J!ye-fty, or 
his designee, and a written certificate of inspection shall be issued to the owner of any 
such taxicab. It shall be unlawful for any unauthorized person to tamper with, break 
or mutilate any taximeter or the seal thereon, with the purpose of causing such 
taximeter to register any fare incorrectly or for any other purpose whatsoever. It shall 
be unlawful for any person to operate a taxicab without an operating taximeter in 
compliance herewith. 
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Ql_Every taximeter shall be so placed in said taxicab that the reading dial shovving the 
amount to be charged shall be well lighted and readily discernible by the passenger 
riding in such taxicab. 
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(B) Display of names and rates. 

(1) Rate structure. The Board of Public Safety shall promulgate rules and regulations 
requiring the external display of the fare structure of the permittcds taxicabs. The display shall 
include: 

(a) The distance for which the original flag drop pays; 

(b) The rate per mile thereafter; 

(c) The charge per minute of waiting time; 

(d) Any surcharges added to the fare for fuel costs, service to specific locations or during 
specific hours. 

(2) Exterior information. There shall be on the outside of each taxicab, signs, cards or 
plates of a durable or permanent structure, showing the permittees taxicab business name, 
taxicab permit number and current telephone number. The taxicab business name and telephone 
number shall be displayed prominently on both sides ofthe taxicab in accordance \vith the Board 
of Public Safety regulations. 

(C) Exterior conditions. 



(1) Ail taxicab vehicle bodies shall conform to the general specifications of the 
manufacturer. 

(2) All exterior paint work shall be maintained in good conditions, free of substantial 
scratches, chips and abrasions. 

(3) All doors must have operating handles lhal allow opening from bolh the inside and 
outside. Handles, knobs and arm rests are to be fi·ee of breaks and must be securely mounted. 

(4) All suspension components affecting the ride and safety of vehicles shall be maintained 
such that they comply with the manufacturer's specifications. 

(5) All windshield and window glass shall be maintained fi·ee fi·om cracks, scratches, 
pitting, abrasions or any other condition that reduces clarity of vision. 

(D) Interior conditions. 

(I) Seat covers shall be permanently attached or fixed to the seats of the vehicle and have 
no exposed wire or sharp edges either from metal or hardened vinyL No broken springs, sagging 
or horizontal slippage is allmvable in either seat. 

(2) Scat belts are to be in operating condition and easily accessible by all passengers. 

(3) Every operating permit holder shall ensure that the interior of his taxicab is maintained 
at all times in a reasonable, clean condition. 

(E) Radio. All taxicabs shall be equipped with two-way radios or comparable communication 
devices such that office dispatchers may immediately and effectively notify drivers of requests 
for service. No taxicab permit holder shall possess in the place of business or dispatch operation 
any device used for the monitoring of a competitor's radio frequency. 

(F) Safety equipment. All taxicabs shall be equipped with a fire extinguisher, flares and a first 
aid kit. No mvncr shall permit the operation of a vehicle without said safety equipment, violation 
of which shall subject owner to a fine. 

('74 Code,§ 28-16) (Ord. S-201-85, passed 10-22-85; Am. Ord. G-30-90, passed 12-18-90; Am. 
Ord. G-20-10, As Amended, passed 12-14-10; Am. Ord. G-37-11, passed 9-13-11) 

iH'f§ 116.74 ADVERTISEMENT. 

(A) It is unlawful for any public passenger vehicles licensed pursuant to this chapter to 
display any advctiising sign or device, except as permitted by this section. 

(B) Taxicab licensees may apply for permits to display advertising on the exterior only ofthc 
vehicle. The Board of Public Safety shall designate its Taxi Inspector to enforce and promulgate 
regulations specifying the locations on the taxicab where advertising may be displayed, as well 
as describing the permissible design, construction and method of affixing the display to the 
vehicle and also may include additional guidelines for such displays and the permit process. In 
establishing such criteria, considerations shall include: 

(1) Visual clutter and aesthetics on the public way; 



(2) The safety and comf01t of passengers, drivers, pedestrians and other motorists; 

(3) The visibility of all information required by this chapter to be displayed on the exterior 
of taxicabs, including but not limited to vehicle numbers, ownership indicia, dome light and 
availability signal. 

(C) The Taxi Inspector shall inform applicants for an advcttising display permit under this 
section whether the application is approved or disapproved within 30 business days after its 
receipt of the completed application, unless it gives the applicant written notice. sent in 
compliance with Indiana Trial Rules. that it needs an additional 30 days and the reasons therefor. 
If the application is approved, the Taxi Inspector shall issue an advertising display permit. If the 
Taxi Inspector denies the permit application, it shall provide written notice. sent in compliance 
with Indiana Trial Rules. of its decision \vithin such time period, stating the specific grounds and 
regulations that form the basis for such denial. lfthe Taxi Inspector fails to act within 30 
business days after receipt of the application, or 60 business days if it has given advance notice 
of the need for an additional review period, the application shall be deemed granted and the 
permit shall be issued. The Taxi Inspector has the final authority to determine the type, scope and 
content ofthe submitted advertising. 

(D) Where the Taxi Inspector has by rule approved any type of advertising display device that 
involves the installation of a physical apparatus on the public passenger vehicle, an inspection of 
the initial installation of such device is required. 

(E) An exterior advertising permit issued under this section shall expire one year after the date 
of issue, unless sooner surrendered, revoked or terminated. 

(F) No permit for exterior advCitising issued pursuant to this section shall be transferred or 
assigned. 

(G) The suspension or revocation of a public passenger vehicle license issued pursuant to this 
chapter shall act as the suspension or revocation of any advertising permit issued hereunder to 
the affected public passenger vehicles. 

(Ord. G-7-10, passed 6-22-10) 

[Jft§ 116.7§ SUNSET PROVISION: ADVERTISING. 

-':rile provision.; § 118.7'1 will Sl:!Aset enc ) ear felfe¥~4-ng-aElepti-en of that seetion unless re 
ratified by tHe Common Ceuneil. 

(Ora. G 7 l 0, rassea 6 22 l 0) 

8-APPENDIX: FEE AND FINE SCHEDULE 

.__[}\) J<'F:l'~L ________________________ _ ......... --·--- ______________________ _...--------f~;,;FO:;':;m:;;a::tt;;;ed::;'.;_FO;;;n;;;t~Bo:;;l:;;d~~~~~~~ 
--.____--{ Formatted: Font: Bold 

(1) COMPANYL __________ _ ------c-i Formatted: Font: Bold 

New company application fee $125 



Annual permit fee for each vehicle­
includes semiannual inspection of 
vehicle and taximeter and BOS review of 
annual inspection $125 

Annual permit fcc for each new vehicle 
added to an existing fleet during the 
calendar year- includes semiannual 
inspection of vehicles and taximeters 
added prior to May of calendar year and 
BOS review of application 

January 1 - EOM $125 

February 1- EOM $115 

March 1 - EOM $105 

April 1 - EOM $-95 

May 1 - EOM $-85 

June 1 - EOM $-75 

July 1 - EOM $-65 

August 1 - EOM $-55 

September 1 - EOM $-45 

October 1- EOM $-35 

November 1 - EOM $-25 

December 1 - EOM $125 

Late charge for annual fees 
(renewals 10 days past -due) $-25 

Additional vehicle inspections $-25 

Transfer of plate fee-( car to car) $-25 

L _ _QLJ)RIVER, 

New taxicab drivers license - includes 
fingerprint fcc $-50 

Annual taxicab driver license renewal $-25 

._fBj __ FINES~--········----------·------------

(1) COMPANY. MAXIMUM FINE 
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--Operating without valid permit $1,500 and/-or revocation or suspension of permit 

--Tampering with taximeter~ $1,500 and/or revocation or suspension of permit 

--Operating without a valid inspection2 $1,500 and/or revocation or suspension of permit 

--Operating without required 

--vehicle equipment $1,500 and/or revocation or suspension of permit 

--Failure to display plate; $500 

--Failure to report transfer of plates~ $500 

--Failure to submit monthly driver 

--information or repmt change in 

--employee's status2 $500 

--Allowing drivers to operate vehicles 

--without a valid license or with an expired 

--license; $1,500 

--Other ofTenses2 $500 and/or revocation or suspension of license 

_____________________________ --... -.. ···-· ·-·---·- __________________ ------f__:F_::o"'m:::•::•o:••:::d:_: Fc:oc:ntc.: :::Bo,ld,_ _____ __) 

--Tampering with taximeter~ $1,500 and/or revocation or suspension of license 

--Falsifying application~ $1,000 and/or revocation or suspension of license 

--Operating without a valid license~ $1,500 

--Other offenses.;.- $500 and/or revocation or suspension of lice!1se 

(C) Each and every day that the violation exists may constitute a separate offense. 

(Res. R-75-02, passed I 1-26-02; Am. Ord. G-37-03, passed I 1-81-03; Am. Ord. G-04-06, passed 
4-11-06; Am. Ord. G-09-06, passed 8-22-06) 
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