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BILL NO. G-17-02-27 
GENERAL ORDINANCE NO.-

AN ODINANCE REPEALING AND REPLACING 

CHAPTER 96 OF 

THE CITY OF FORT WAYNE CODE OF ORDINANCES 

SECTION 1. 
Chapter 96 of the City of Fort Wayne Code of Ordinances is 

repealed and replaced as follow: 

(J CHAPTER 96: NOISE CONTROL AND OTHER SENSORY CONTROL 

General Provisions 

96.01 Scope 

96.02 Definitions 

96.03 Noise Control Policy 

96.04 Prohibited Noise 

Exemptions 96.05 
Consumer Fireworks 

96.20 Use of consumer fireworks 

96.25 Use of exterior lighting 

96.30 Enforcement 

96.99 Penalty 

Exterior Ligllting 
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GENERAL PROVISIONS 

[J§ 96.01 SCOPE. 
This chapter shall apply to the control of all noise within the city limits, as they 

exist now or may hereafter be established. 

(Ord. G-21-93, passed 6-8-93) 

[:) § 96.02 DEFINITIONS. 

For the purpose of this section, the following definitions shall apply unless the 

context clearly indicates or requires a different meaning: 

CONSUMER FIREWORKS. A small firework that is designed primarily to 

produce visible or audible effects by combustion and that is required to comply with 

the construction, chemical composition, and labeling requirements promulgated by 

the United States Consumer Product Safety Commission under 16 CFR 1507. The 

term also includes some small devices designed to produce an audible effect, such as 

whistling devices, ground devices containing 50 milligrams or less of explosive 

composition, and aerial devices containing 130 milligrams or less of explosive 

composition. Propelling and expelling charges consisting of a mixture of charcoal 

sulfur and potassium nitrate are not considered to be designed to produce an audible 

effect. Consumer fireworks include: 

(1) Aerial devices, which include, but are not limited to, sky rockets, missile 

type rockets, helicopter or aerial spinners, roman candles, mines and shells; 

(2) Ground audible devices, which include, but are not limited to, firecrackers, 

salutes and chasers; and 

(3) Firework devices containing combinations of the effects described m 

divisions (1) and (2) above. 

CONSUMER FIREWORKS do not include the following fireworks as referenced 

in IC 22-11-14-S(a): 
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(1) Dipped sticks or wire sparklers. However, the total pyrotechnic composition 

may not exceed 100 grams per item; and devices containing chlorate or perchlorate 

salts may not exceed five grams per item; 

(2) Cylindrical fountains; 

(3) Cone fountains; 

( 4) Illuminating torches; 

(5) Wheels; 

( 6) Ground spinners; 

(7) Flitter sparklers; 

(8) Snakes or glow worms; 

(9) Smoke devices; 

(1 0) Trick noisemakers that include party poppers, booby traps, snappers, trick 

matches, cigarette loads and auto burglar alarms. 

DIRECTIONAL LIGHTING. Any exterior lighting fixture that is placed so as to 

create a direct path oflight aimed toward an object or structure or an exterior lighting 

fixture that has the capability of swiveling, turning or rotating the aim or direction to 

the light path including but not limited to flood lights, bullet and/or spot lights. 

EXTERIOR LIGHTING. Any directional lighting source that is mounted on or 

about the exterior of a residential property that emits any level of light, other than a 

lighting source in a public right-of-way. 

FULLY SHIELDED. A fixture with housing or attachment thereto which prevents 

a line of sight to the bulb when viewed from another property. 

GLARE. Discomfort experienced by an observer with a direct line of sight to the 

light source which results in annoyance, discomfort or loss of visual performance 

causing visual impairment. 
3 
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LUMENS. Measure of brightness of the illumination exiting a bulb. 

MOTOR VEHICLE. Any vehicle powered by a mechanical engine, and designed 

to be driven or used on any public or private property. Such definition shall include, 

but not be limited to: automobiles, vans, trucks, motorcycles, motor scooters, dune 

buggies, snowmobiles, all-terrain vehicles, go-carts, minibikes, and trail bikes. 

UNREASONABLE NOISE. Sound that is of a volume, frequency, or pattern that 

prohibits, disrupts, injures, or endangers the health, safety, welfare, prosperity, 

comfort, or repose of reasonable persons of ordinary sensitivities within the City, 

given the time of day and environment in which the sound is made. 

PERSON. Any individual, association, partnership or corporation which includes 

any officer, employee, department, agency or instru!nentality. 

(Ord. G-21-93, passed 6-8-93; Am. Ord. G-15-07, passed 6-12-07; Am. Ord. G-15-

08, passed 12-9-08) 

[:1§ 96.03 NOISE CONTROL POLICY. 

(A) It shall be a violation of this Chapter when the making of a sound by volume, 

frequency, pattern, or duration that prohibits, disrupts, injures or endangers the 

health, safety, welfare, prosperity, comfort, or repose of persons of ordinary 

sensitivities within the city, or permit to such noise to be made in or about his/her 

house or premises, has so increased as to constitute a public nuisance. 

(B) The sole intent of the provisions ofthis Chapter is declared to be, as a matter of 

legislative determination for this declaration of noise control policy, to secure and 

promote the health, safety, welfare, prosperity, comfort, and repose of persons in this 

city by reducing unreasonable noise. A determination of a violation of this Chapter 

may not be based on the content of any message conveyed during the creation of any 

noise or the identity of any person responsible for or associated with the creation of 

any noise. 
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(C) Factors for determining whether a sound is unreasonably loud and raucous 

include, but are not limited to, the following: 

(1) The proximity of the sound to sleeping facilities, whether residential or 

commercial; 

(2) The land use, nature, and zoning of the area from which the sound 

emanates and the area where it is received or perceived; 

(3) The time of day or night the sound occurs; 

( 4) The duration of the sound; and 

( 5) Whether the sound is recurrent, intermittent, or constant. 

(Ord. G-21-93, passed 6-8-93) 

{::I§ 96.04 PROHIBITED NOISE .. 

Except as otherwise provided in 96.05, any person who performs any of the acts 

enumerated in this subsection, or who causes or allows the performance of any of 

such acts in or upon any property owned, occupied, or controlled by said person, 

shall be in violation of this section: 

(1 )Horns and signaling devices, The sounding of any horn, signaling or 

other similar device on any automobile, motorcycle, or other vehicle on any 

street or public place except as a danger warning; the creation by means of 

any such signaling device of any unreasonably loud and raucous sound; and 

the sounding of any such device for an unreasonable period of time. The use 

of any signaling device except one operated by hand or electricity; the use 

of any horn, whistle or other devise operated by engine exhaust; or the use 

of any such signaling device when traffic is for any reason held up. More 

than five (5) consecutive seconds shall be a prima facie unreasonable period 

of time. 

(2) Machines and devices for producing sounds. Playing, using, operating or 

permitting to be played, used, or operated, any radio, television, digital media 

player, loudspeaker, sound amplifier, musical instrument or any machine or 
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device for producing or reproducing sound from a vehicle, private or public 

property, including public right-of-way, highway, building, sidewalk, park or 

thoroughfare, or from a vehicle a vehicle or private property· in a manner that 

makes unreasonable noise. The operation of any such machine or device in a 

manner that produces sound plainly audible to a person with normal hearing: 

a. From any place other than where the sound source is located when 

the machine or device is being operated between the hours of 10:00 

p.m. and 7:00a.m.; or 

b. From a distance greater than fifty (50) feet from the sound source 

of the machine or device when it is located in any public street or 

public place of the city. 

(3) Yelling or shouting. Yelling, shouting, hooting, whistling or singing on 

the public streets, pmticularly between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 

a.m. or at any time or place so as to annoy or disturb the quiet, comfort or 

repose of persons in any office or in any dwelling, hotel or other type of 

residence or of any person in the vicinity. 

( 4) Exhausts blowers, engines and motors. The operation or use of any 

vehicle or machine powered by an engine, motor, or power unit on a 

motorboat, motor vehicle, motorcycle, or other vehicle or craft of any kind, 

blower or power fan in a manner that makes umeasonable noise by in any 

public street or public place of the city and being operated so that the exhaust 

bypasses the muffler or noise-reducing device. 

(5) Schools, courts, churches, hospitals. The making of noise that is plainly 

audible to a person with normal hearing above normal ambient noise levels at 

a distance of fifty (50) feet from the source of the noise on any street adjacent 

to any school, institution of learning, church, court, or hospital while it is in 

use, provided that conspicuous signs are displayed in such streets indicating 

that the area is a school, hospital, or other such quiet zone. 
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(6) Pile drivers, hammers. The operation of any pile driver, steam shovel, 

pneumatic hammer, derrick, steam or electric hoist, except when being 

operated by a public utility in connection with emergency repairs of such 

utility between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 7:00a.m. 

L)§ 96.05 EXEMPTIONS. 

Exemptions shall not be permitted within any duly established QUIET 

ZONE when such zone is designated by appropriate signage. The following shall be 

exempted from the provisions of this chapter: 

(A) Sound emitted from sirens of authorized emergency vehicles. 

(B) Lawn mowers, garden tractors, and similar home power tools when properly 

muffled, between the hours of7:00 a.m. and 9:00p.m. 

(C) Burglar alarms or other warning devices when properly installed on publicly 

or privately owned property, providing the cause for such alarm or warning device 

sound is investigated and turned off within a reasonable period oftime. 

(D) Celebrations on Halloween and legal holidays. 

(E) Permitted parades or festivals, between the hours or 7:00 a.m. and 12:00 

midnight, Sunday through Thursday; and between 8:00a.m. and 1:00 a.m. Friday 

through Saturday. 

(F) Attendant noise connected with the actual performance of athletic or sporting 

events and practices related to them. 

(G) The emission of sound for the purposes of alerting persons to the existence of 

an emergency, or for the performance of emergency work. 

(H) Sounds associated with normal conduction of a legally established non­

transient business when such sounds are customary, incidental and within the normal 

range appropriate for such use. 
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(I) In the case of motor vehicles, where the noise is the result of a defective or 

modified exhaust system, if the cause is repaired or otherwise remedied within seven 

calendar days. 

(Ord. G-21-93, passed 6-8-93; Am. Ord. G-06-06, passed 6-27-06) 

CONSUMER FIREWORKS 

[~I§ 96.20 USE OF CONSUMER FIREWORKS. 

No person within the corporate boundaries of the city shall use, ignite or discharge 

or permit to be used, ignited or discharged any type of consumer fireworks on any 

other day or time other than the following: 

(A) June 29, June 30, July 1, July 2, July 3, July 5, July 6, July 7, July 8, July 9 

between the hours of 5:00 p.m. to two hours after sunset; 

(B) Day before Memorial Day, Memorial Day, July 4, day before Labor Day and 

Labor Day between the hours of 10:00 a.m. and 12:00 midnight; 

(C) Between the hours of 10:00 a.m. on December 31 and 1:00 a.m. on January 1; 

(D) No other date or time is permitted for use of consumer fireworks. 

(Ord. G-15-07, passed 6-12-07) 

EXTERIOR LIGHTING 

f]§ 96.25 USE OF EXTERIOR LIGHTING. 

(A) Any directional exterior lighting on residential property should be designed, 

installed and maintained so as to redirect or aim any directional light away from any 

adjoining residential property so as to avoid "light trespass". 

(B) For the purposes of this section, LIGHT TRESPASS means: 

(1) A light source causing glare that is on a line of sight to an observer five feet 

or more inside a residential property line; or 
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(2) Any outdoor light fixtures (on residential properties) emitting 600 or more 

lumens. 

(C) Compliance/avoidance of light trespass. Compliance in avoiding light 

trespass for glare as defined in (B)(1) above is achieved with fixture shielding, 

directional control designed into the fixture, fixture location, fixture height, fixture 

aim, or a combination of these factors. 

To avoid light trespass and achieve compliance with regard to outdoor light 

fixtures emitting 600 lmnens or more as defined in (B)(2) above, said outdoor light 

fixtures shall be frosted glass or covered by frosted glass or other similarly 

translucent cover. Additionally, an outdoor light fixture emitting more than 1,000 

lmnens, except motion detector-activated lighting, shall be fully shielded to an 

observer at the property line. This can be achieved with fixture location, mounting 

height, natural artificial barriers on the texture owner's property, fixture shielding and 

other fixture design features. 

(Ord. G-15-08, passed 12-9-08) 

fc1§ 96.30 ENFORCEMENT. 

The Fort Wayne Police Department shall be charged with enforcing all provisions 

of this chapter. 

(Ord. G-15-07, passed 6-12-07; Am. Ord. G-15-08, passed 12-9-08) 

1~1§ 96.99 PENALTY. 

Whoever violates any provisions of this chapter, upon conviction thereof, shall be 

fined not less than $150 or more than $500 for each offense. Each day any violation 

shall continue shall constitute a separate offense. 

(Ord. G-21-93, passed 6-8-93) 
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SECTION 2. 
That this Ordinance is in full force and effect from and after its 

passage and any and all necessary approval by the Mayor. 

Council Member 

APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGALITY 

Carol Helton, City Attorney 
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This chapter shall apply to the control of all noise within the city limits, as they exist now or 
may hereafter be established. 

(Ord. G-21-93, passed 6-8-93) 

IJ § 96.02 DEFINITIONS. 

For the pmpose of this section, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly 
indicates or requires a different meaning: 



CONSUMER FIREWORKS. A small firework that is designed primarily to produce visible 
or audible effects by combustion, and that is required to comply with the construction, chemical 
composition, and labeling requirements promulgated by the United States Consumer Product 
Safety Commission under 16 CFR 1507. The tClm also includes some small devices designed to 
produce an audible effect, such as whistling devices, ground devices containing 50 milligrams or 
less of explosive composition, and aerial devices containing 130 milligrams or less of explosive 
composition. Propelling and expelling charges consisting of a mixture of charcoal sulfur and 
potassium nitrate are not considered to be designed to produce an audible effect. Consumer 
fireworks include: 

(1) Aerial devices, which include, but are not limited to, sky rockets, missile type rockets, 
helicopter or aerial spinners, roman candles, mines and shells; 

(2) Ground audible devices, which include, but are not limited to, firecrackers, salutes and 
chasers; and 

(3) Firework devices containing combinations of the effects described in divisions (1) and 
(2) above. 

CONSUMER FIREWORKS do not include the following fireworks as referenced in IC 22-ll-
14-8(a): 

(1) Dipped sticks or wire sparklers. However, the total pyrotechnic composition may not 
exceed 100 grams per item; and devices containing chlorate or perchlorate salts may not exceed 
five grams per item; 

(2) Cylindrical fountains; 

(3) Cone fountains; 

(4) Illuminating torches; 

(5) Wheels; 

(6) Ground spinners; 

(7) Flitter sparklers; 

(8) Snakes or glow worms; 

(9) Smoke devices; 

(10) Trick noisemakers that include party poppers, booby traps, snappers, trick matches, 
cigarette loads and aulo burglar alarms. 

DIRECTIONAL LIGHTING. Any exterior lighting fixture that is placed so as to create a 
direct path of light aimed toward an object or stmcture or an exterior lighting fixture that has the 
capability of swiveling, turning or rotating the aim or direction to the light path including but not 
limited to flood lights, bullet and/or spot lights. 



EXTERIOR LIGHTING. Any directional lighting source that is mounted on or about the 
exterior of a residential propmty that emits any level of light, other than a lighting source in a 
public right-of-way. 

FULLY SHIELDED. A fixture with housing or attachment thereto which prevents a line of 
sight to the bulb when viewed :liom another propctty. 

GLARE. Discomfort experienced by an observer with a direct line of sight to the light source 
which results in annoyance, discomfort or loss of visual performance causing visual impairment. 

LUMENS. Measure of brightness of the illumination exiting a bulb. 

MOTOR VEHICLE. Any vehicle powered by a mechanical engine, and designed to be driven 
or used on any public or private property. Such definition shall include, but not be limited to: 
automobiles, vans, trucks, motorcycles, motor scooters, dune buggies, snowmobiles, all-terrain 
vehicles, go-carts, minibikes, and trail bikes. 

~U"N~R~E~/11-; ___ ~V~_f\?.JJ.;!f.!!:_~~J1~ _ __!";_• __ E~ ... c..iJ\_,'lfQ'.!_~gf!!iE'". ""S"!o~u~n~d_,tl"'la~tc,Jigs_,o~f.')a"vgogl~u~li;:!!~-~'--Ll!~}_,~~!J9l!~!~~n~ .. Y'i~v'-',_,o""E.""J?(!l_~-"-~ti"·~-g!:l.ll, ___ t~. ~l"' .. f!C\.t __ ,l!pgro2Jh.!.!il-\bf,;it~s.~ __ ------1 Formatted: Font: Bold, Italic 
disrupts. injures. or endangers the health. safety. welfare. prosperity. comfOrt. or repose or 
reasonable persons or ordinarv sensitivities within the City. given the time of day and 
environment in which the sound is made. 

PERSON. Any individual, association, partnership or -corporation which includes any officer, 
employee, department, agency or instrumentality. 

(Ord. G-21-93, passed 6-8-93; Am. Ord. G-15-07, passed 6-12-07; Am. Ord. G-15-08, passed 
12-9-08) 

p § 96.03 NOISE CONTROL POLICY. LOUD f.ND UMP!llCll88ARY NOISE 
l'ROHIIllT!lD. 

_ (A) It sl:mll Be a\ iolatioB of tHis eha13ter fer a persen te make any leuEI, n:c!GGHS, imj'lroper, 
tl-H-fetlSOFH:ble, offcmsive or unus:-mt Reise, disorder or tumult, v.~1ieh dis!urBs, injures or mEianger.r 
~--,----re-J30Se, hedth, pe<:ce or safct) of otH-ers withiR---tH-e----e-i--y,--ef-t:e---j:)€rmit such n-Bi-se, 
dffieffief-el"-ltHmt!He-oo-matle-in~tc.Jtislltc'f-llet!S<Hlf-J'ffiffiiws,-fmd-!he_,;a!ll<l-is-ltereby 

a.~tisrul-. 

(B) Further, it shall be tbe dut) of e\ er) ov.'fler, oeeupant, marutger, ugeft~ or oj3erator of l1H) 
-property, strueture, \ eh:iele, or !3Hsiness ia the eity, to prevent J38l'sons usiBg property Ufl(!er th-e-if 
eentrel from \ iolating this ehaj3ter. 

(A) It shall be a violation of this Chapter when the making of a sound by volume, frequency, 
pattern. or duration that prohibits. disrupts. injures or endangers the health. safety. wcWu·e, 
prosperity. comfort. or repose of persons of ordinary sensitivities within the city, or permit to 
such noise to be made in or about his/her house or premises. has so increased as to constitute a 
QUblic nuisance. 

Gll The sole intent of the provisions of this Chapter is dccl~Ircd to_Qg,_gs a m<!!!.QLQfJg_glliJative 
determination for this declaration of noise control policy, to secure and promote the health, 



safety. welfare. prosperity. comfort. and repose of persons in this city by reducing unreasonable 

noise. A determination of a violation of this Chapter may not be based on the content of any 

message conveyed during the creation of any noise or the identity of any person responsible for 

or associated with the creation of any noise. 

~·a~t_<:)_rs for determining \Yh_~t~er a S()Un~_ is unreasonabl~ loug and ra_~_~ol!s in9_lude. bul (C) I 
are 1 1ot limited to. the following: 

f__U_J11e proximity of the _sound t<_J ~leeping facilities. wh~th.~r resi~~-~tia_!_ or commercial; 

(2) The land use. nature. and zoni~ of the area n·om which ~he sound emanates and the 
area where it is received or perceived; 

~~ 
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(3) '[he time of da~ or night the sound occu_rr;_ 

( 4 )~[_he duration of ihl'! sound; _and --
(5) Whether the sound is recurrent, intermittent. or constant. 

. G-21-93, passed 6-8-93) (Ord 
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6.04 -PROHIBITED NOISE. ENUNERATION OF CERTAIN PROHIBITED ACTS, 

' Except as otheJW!Se mov1dcd m 96.05, any pe1son \\ho pe1f01ms anv of the acts enumetated m 

this subsection. or who causes or allows the performance of any of such acts in or upon any 

property ovmed. occupied. or control!ed by said person. shall be in violation ofthis section: 

(l)j;lorns and sigpaling,Jjevices,~)'he sounding of an~ horn. sif!}laU,~g 01:_o_th~1:_ similar 

device on any automobile. motorcycle. or Other vehicle on any street or public nlace 

cxccQt as a danger warning; the creation bv means of anv such signallng device of any 

unreasonably loud and raucous sound: and the sounding of any such device for an 
"." '" '" ' umeasonablc peuod of tune. The use of am signaling device except one opetated by 

hand or electricity; the use of any horn. whistle or other devise operated by engine 

exhaust; or ~1~~-~- t!_~_~_gf a!!Y such signaling devicc":yh~n_ traffic i~ f~r any reason helc;l up. 
More than five (5) consecutive seconds shall be a nrima facie unreasonable period of 

time. 

(2) llfachines anrjtfeVfC~§:.fpt_JJ_J'OdUcfng SG_l!_?!dS. __ fll<}yit~({,_ USing, OtJerclt_ing OJ' permitting 

to be played, used. or operated. any radio, television. digital media plaver. loudspeaker. 

sound amplifier. musical instrument or any machine or device for producing or 

reproducing sound from a vehicle. private or public orope1iy, including public righi-of­

\vay, highway. building. sidewalk. park or thoroughfare. or il·om a vehicle a vehicle or 

prlvate properly in a manner that makes unreasonable noise. The operation of any such 

machine or device in a manner that produces sound plainly audible to a person wiih 

normal hearing: 

a. From any place other than where the sound source is located when the machine 

or device is being operated between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 7:00a.m.: or 

-----
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b. From a distance greater than fifty (50) feet from the sound source of the 
machine or device when it is located in anv public street or public place of the 
city. 

(3);Le/1hrg or s[1_Qyting_. Yelling, shouling, ~S?.'?,~.!~lg. whistling or singing on the Ql!b.!}~ 
streets, Qatiicularly between the hours of lO~OQ~.m. and 7:00 -~·lJl_~_ 91' at~_!:~-X time or 
Qlace so as to annoy or disturb the guieL comfort or repose of persons in anv office or 
in any dwelling. hotel or other type of residence or of any person in the vicinity. 

.(j) Exha11sts_ blm_r~~_r.s:, ___ €!!ftJnes and motoJ~'l. Ih.~ __ .2I;!~ration or use of anx vehicle or 
machine nowered by an engine, motor, or power unit on a motorboat. motor vehicle. 
motorc v clc or other ' hicle or craft of an \C y kin bl er r ' d. ow o po\\ e1 fan m a manner that 

· .. 
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operated so that the exhaust bypasses the muffler or noisc~reducing device. 

(5) Schools ~0!_~~:£,~,: __ q!?_~tl·ches, hospitals. The !11akin_g of n_oise thaU~J)lainJ:u.lu~_Lble to <! 
person with normal hearing above normal ambient noise levels at a distance of fifty (50) 
fCct fi·om the source of the noise on any street adjacent to any school, institution of 
learning. church, court, or hospital ·while it is in use, provided that conspicuous signs are 
displayed in such streets indicating that the area is a school, hospital. or other such quiet 
zone. 

(6) T?.Jle drivers. hammers. The opera!_i9:n of any pile driver. ste_~llJ shoveJ.:J2!~eumatic 
hammer. derrick. steam or electric hoist. except when being operated by a public utility in 
connection vvith emergency rena irs of such utility between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 
7:00a.m. 

~--Re--f-Bl-l-BwiRg aets, use-s--Bf----H-8-ffie-s-,----a-mong others, sH-B.foo-t--te--spoo-i4~ee-l-aree 
te-be loud, rauco;Js or-fli.sturbing noLes in dolatioR ofthis ehapter. Such eHHmeratim: sl:J.all not 
Be deemeEl-te--be exclusive: 

(/'1) Using, operating or petmittiBg to be played, useB or GfJerated aH) maehine-er deviee fer 
-the producing or FOf*OdHcing of cound iH sueh mann-er--a-s-t-e----6-t-s-tm'-·feft 
ef--+1-1-€----fl.eighborfr:g inhabitant> or at UR) tifflc wi#HouBer volume tl-ta-H:---i-&---eees::mry for oo1wenieHt 
OOa-fing for the flOrsen-whe is iH the ro~e-ef-JH'Bf3Sl't)' in wfliefl such maehine or devioe is 
opem-t-e---d---an-8 v.'fio is a volun!-ary-H-skm-er-" 

(B) UsiBg, operating or permitting the use-e-1'-BperatieFJ ofany----J.m:ehine, instrument-BJ.~ 
B-a-f*l-)le ef fJfoew.ing m· l'€J3l'Odt:wiflg of SGHREl whieh is east upon other proJ3erlies irrel-B~ 
jffiblio right of y, ay fer the purpose.; of eommereial advertising or !o attn:et atteation to any 
G-€-t-i--vi-ty, perforRwace, sale, plaee or s!rutture. 

(C) UJing) operating or permittin--g-the-trse-Bl'-Bf30l'l:tioR of aad rnaehiAe) iBstntffl-ettt-er-6evi€e 
~le ofproclueing OP.--:I'epffiEi-u€tR-g--Q~4-o-H-a-nJ'i*i-B-l--i-&-tmn-speffat-ioB vehiele. 

-------- Formatted: Font: (Default) Times New Roman, 
12 pt 

Formatted: Font: Italic 

I 



(D) Using, operating or permittiag to be f)layed, used or oreratecl any maehine or devise fer 
the preElueing or rej3redHeing of-smmd on any pub-He-right of way adjaeenl to LlR)' sehool, 
ins!itution of higher learniRg,-ehl:lrefl or eourt vA'lile '.he same are iR use, or adjaeeat to aHy 
hesj:tiJal-..:;~4Hs&-t-mreasoRahly iHtei~vBir-the--wet:k:i-Hg--ef-s-t-wl-H:R-St:i-t-lfften;~eh Hndul;· 
'""'""h~ie .. ln .• ho I,.,,..,;,., I ="' F""""~~=>p= 

EGffi,G 21 9], ~assee 8 g 9]) 

W§ 96.95 P~ISE. 

:No person shall play, u.>e, operate or permit !o be played, used or operated, any mae11ine er 
de\ iee for the produeing or rep!'Bffil.s-i-ng of seund, if fl...i.s..ffi~fHlHf-Bf..:t~'le-llil-JB-vrffi-g.;. 

V•l Any puelie preperty,-ffiffitc!ing C:R) pu81ie right ef \\U)', highway, bui!EliHg, sieewalk, 
park-er thoroughfare, ifths SQUAd genemted is aUE:Iil)Je at a Elistanee ofJQ feet l)·om its SOHree; 

(B) AI1)'-JOOWF-Vel*ele-6fl-fl-jltlbliHighl-ef way, higllway,-et'j*ltli€CJp!we-iffie-setmtl 
ge»effited is audiBle at a dis!aaee ofJO feet from--the Eleviee fJrodueitlg the souAEi. 

(Ore. G 21 9], ~nssea8 g 9]) 

,MOTOR Vll!!!<?_U_L,~~ NOISE 

ft§ %.1§ CllRTf.IN ACTS CONSTITUTE PUBLIC NU!S,\NCE. 

---+J.t~!eelaJ·ed to Be a pt!:blie-Huisaaee, bl:lt the Oltl:HH-Cffit-itm-of-'IJ:!e f!artieular 
effe.R.ses Rereinafter fJL:rtieularly defiHed sHall not-be eoasfrueEi as limiting4lw---geH.erality of this 
eflaptei\ or lirnitiHg tHe offense hereunEier to the partieular offeHse hereinafter enumerateEi: 

--fAj-~fh e e e Ati nu-eus--e¥--repeat-eti-sootttli-Hg of UR) hot'ft-6t'-S-igH-a-i--dev-iee-e-f-a-meteF-¥elti-e-l-e 
wH-en-not HseEi as a danger sigaa!. Continuouc .;hall he defiHed to inehlde--tl-flfleees.;ary OF 
~ 

(B) The 1:1se of aH)' motor vehiele with <:f3pHiiea~mees aUaefleEi thereto se-a-s--te-ereate lo:1Ei or 
Hflneeessary gratiHg, gdncling, rattling or other Boise. 

(C) The ese of any moffif-vehiele '•\ ith or without the attaeHmeHt of val'ioos--af:lfltt-flen-atTe-es 
#iere~ud or ttaneeesL;ary gratiHg, grinding, rattling of-BtHer noise or noises. 
This shall ir10lude th~ele saiEi HSB of'Nhieh eauses e;.-eessive noise as a reselt of a 
~'B or modified exhaBst sysfem, oraL; a resl:ll~eeessary rapid aeeeleratien, 
tleeetera!io~ng ~He engiAt\ or tire SEJueal. 

EGffi.-G-2-l 9], passes 6 8 9J) 

[,~ § 96.05±;; EXEMPTIONS. 

Exemptions shall not be permitted within any duly established QUIET ZONE when such zone 
is designated by appropriate signage. The following shall be exempted from the provisions of 
this chapter: 

(A) Sound emitted from sirens of authorized emergency vehicles. 
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(B) Lawn mowers, garden tractors, and similar home power tools when properly muffled, 
between the hours ofZ&:OO a.m. and 9:00p.m. 

(C) Burglar alarms or other warning devices when properly installed on publicly or privately 
owned property, providing the cause for such alarm or \Yarning device sound is investigated and 
turned off within a reasonable period oftime. 

(D) Celebrations on Halloween and legal holidays. 

(E) Permitted parades or festivals, between the hours or l-&:00 a.m. and 12:00 midnight, 
Sunday through Thursday; and between 8:00a.m. and 1:00 a.m. Friday through Saturday. 

(F) Attendant noise connected with the actual pctformance of athletic or sporting events and 
practices related to them. 

(G) The emission of sound for the purposes of alerting persons to the existence of an 
emergency, or for the perfmmance of emergency \Vork. 

(H) Sounds associated with normal conduction of a legally established non-transient business 
when such sounds are customary, incidental and within the normal range appropriate for such 
use. 

(I) In the case of motor vehicles, where the noise is the result of a defective or modified 
exhaust system, if the cause is repaired or otherwise remedied \Yithin seven calendar days. 

(Ord. G-21-93, passed 6-8-93; Am. Ord. G-06-06, passed 6-27-06) 

,CONSUMER FIREWORKS 

r:J § 96.20 USE OF CONSUMER FIREWORKS. 

No person within the corporate boundaries of the city shall use, ignite or discharge or permit to 
be used, ignited or discharged any type of consumer fireworks on any other day or time other 
than the following: 

(A) June 29, June 30, July I, July 2, July 3, July 5, July 6, July 7, July 8, July 9 between the 
hours of5:00 p.m. to two hours after sunset; 

(B) Day before Memorial Day, Memorial Day, July 4, day before Labor Day and Labor Day 
between the hours of 10:00 a.m. and 12:00 midnight; 

(C) Between the hours of 10:00 a.m. on December 31 and 1:00 a.m. on January I; 

(D) No other date or time is permitted for use of consumer firevmrks. 

(Ord. G-15-07, passed 6-12-07) 

EXTERIOR LIGHTING 

IJ§ 96.25 USE OF EXTERIOR LIGHTING. 
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(A) Any directional exterior lighting on residential propetiy should be designed, installed and 
maintained so as to redirect or aim any directional light away :fi·om any adjoining residential 
property so as to avoid 11 light trespass11

• 

(B) For the purposes of this section, LIGHT TRESPASS means: 

( 1) A light source causing glare that is on a line of sight to an observer five feet or more 
inside a residential property line; or 

(2) Any outdoor light fixtures (on residential properties) emitting 600 or more lumens. 

(C) Compliance/avoidance of light trespass. Compliance in avoiding light trespass for glare 
as defined in (B)(l) above is achieved with fixture shielding, directional control designed into 
the fixh1re, fixture location, fixture height, fixture aim, or a combination of these factors. 

To avoid light trespass and achieve compliance with regard to outdoor light fixtures emitting 
600 lumens or more as defined in (B)(2) above, said outdoor light fixtures shall be frosted glass 
or covered by frosted glass or other similarly translucent cover. Additionaiiy, an outdoor light 
fixture emitting more than l,OOO lumens, except motion detector-activated lighting, shaH be fully 
shielded to an observer at the property line. This can be achieved with fixture location, mounting 
height, natural atiificial barriers on the texture owner's property, fixture shielding and other 
fixture design features. 

(Ord. G-15-08, passed 12-9-08) 

[::j § 96.30 ENFORCEMENT. 

The Fort Wayne Police Dcpariment shall be charged with enforcing aii provisions of this 
chapter. ~ke Departmen~ and fue Fert V!ayn-e--¥ire--I~ent shall be 
eharged "ith enforeiHg !he fJre\ Lion,' of§ f2l?.1& _of this ehapter:__ _ ___ . _ ___.-----{ Field code changed 

(Ord. G-15-07, passed 6-12-07; Am. Ord. G-15-08, passed 12-9-08) 

t,:p § 96.99 PENALTY. 

Whoever violates any provisions of this chapter, upon conviction thereof, shall be fined not 
less than $150 f!Or more than $500 for each offense. Each day any violation shall continue shall 
constitute a separate offense. 

(Ord. G-21-93, passed 6-8-93) 
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Noise Ordinance Summary 

Revisions to the Noise Ordinance were made to provide guidance to Fort Wayne police officers 
when enforcing the ordinance in various circumstances. A provision was included in the 
ordinance to state that enforcement will not be based on content of noise/speech but rather 
defines "umeasonable noise" and establishes objective standards and factors that will be used to 
determine whether a sound is umeasonably loud and raucous. These factors include the 
following: 

(1) The proximity of the sound to sleeping facilities, whether residential or commercial; 
(2) The land use, nature, and zoning of the areafi·om which the sound emanates and the 
area where it is received or perceived; 
(3) The time of day or night the sound occurs; 
(4) The duration of the sound; and 
(5) Whether the sound is recurrent, intermittent, or constant. 

The revised ordinance also increases the distance from the source of the sound from 30 feet to 50 
feet to be consistent with the different communities in Indiana. 


