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BILL NO. S-17-08-14 
SPECIAL ORDINANCE NO. 5-------

AN ORDINANCE DESIGNATING A HISTORIC 
PRESERVATION DISTRICT - DR. ROBERT 
AND SUSIE MCKEEMAN HOUSE. 

WHEREAS, the Common Council of the City of Fort Wayne, Indiana, by 

passage of Ordinance Number G-06-08 has established Chapter 151 

of the City of Fort Wayne, Indiana Code of Ordinances entitled 

"Historic Preservation and Protection Districts;" and 

WHEREAS, Section 151.030 of Chapter 151 provides procedures by which 

areas may be designated as "Historic Districts;" and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 151.030 of Chapter 151, 

DR. ROBERT AND SUSIE MCKEEMAN 724 W. PACKARD AVENUE 

HOUSE 

is designated as a Historic District. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COMMON 

COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF FORT WAYNE, INDIANA: 

SECTION 1. The property listed as : 

DR. ROBERT AND SUSIE MCKEEMAN 724 W. PACKARD AVENUE 

HOUSE 

is hereby designated a Historic Preservation District, in compiianee 

with Section 151.030(E) of the City of Fort Wayne, Indiana Code of 

Ordinances . 



SECTION 2. The map submitted herewith as Exhibit "A" is approved and it 

is noted that all legal steps have been . !aken by the Historic 

Preservation Commission pursuant to Section 151.030 of Chapter 

151 of the City of Fort Wayne, Indiana Code of Ordinances. 

SECTION 3. That this Ordinance be in effect from and after its passage and 

any and all necessary ap proval by the Mayor. 

Council Member 

APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGALITY 

Carol Helton, City Attorney 
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Planning 

Me mo 
To: For! Wayne Common Council 

From: Creager Smith, Histeric PreseJVation Planner; Community Development 

Dale: August 2, 2017 

Re: Local HistorJe District Designation: Dr. Robert and Susie McKeeman House 

For! Wayne's Historic PreseJVation and Protection Orctinanee was established to preseJVe and proteet 
those historically or architecturally worthy structures, sites, and districts which im part a distinct aesthetic 
quality to the city and which seJVe as visible remindars of the historJe heritage of the city. To assist in 
achieving this goal, criteria are sel forth in the ordinance for the establishment of multiple and single 
properiy historic districts. 

Pursuant to Chapter 151 of the municipal code, the HPC held a public hearing on July 24,2017, and 
voted to recommend designation of the following property as a local historic district: 

Dr. Robert and Susie McKeeman House 
724 W. Packard Avenue 

The Dr. Robert and Susie McKeeman House is signiftcant for association with Dr. Robert McKeeman; 
he was one of Fort Wayne's first physicians trained locally at the For! Wayne Medical College. The 
house is also significant in the area of local architecture; it is an outstanding example of the Colonial 
Revival architectural style in For! Wayne, built c.1922. 

Recognizing the historic and architectural significance of the property, a "Petition for Historic Property or 
District Designation" was prepared by the owners, Paul Holman and Patricia Williams, Co" Trustees of 
the Restated and Amended Holman,Williams Revocable Trust dated 12" 19-2011. The trust is the 
owner of the property. 

Local historic designation requires that the For! Wayne Historic Preservation Commission review any 
future conspicuous exterior changes to the properiy. This does not alleet regular repair and 
mainienanee procedures that do not involve a conspicuous exterior change, nor does it mean that 
buildings/structures cannot be allered or demolished, or that new buildings cannot be constructed. 
Local designation also has no jurisdiction over use. 

The Historic Preservation Commiseian recommends that the Council adopt the attached orctinanee 
amendme'nt in recognition of the historJe value of the properiy and to afford its protection for future 
generations. 

Attached, please lind the required map of the proposed district as weil as the full review detailing its 
significance. Please contact me at 427,2161, creager.smith@cityoffortwayne.org. or Don Orban at 
427,2160, don.orban@citvoffortwayne.org ifyou have questions. 



Petitioners: 

Case No.: 

Subject Property: 

Historic Name: 

Legal Descl'iptlon: 

Dale ofRcvicw: 

STAFF REVIEW OF 
LOCAL HISTORIC DISTRICT PETITION 

Paul Holman and Patricia Williams, Co-Trustees of the Restated and Am end ed 
Holman-Williams Revocable Trust dated 12-19-2011, ow11er of the property. 

HPC 7-24-17-LHD-1 

724 W. Packard Avenue 

Dr. Robett and Susie McKeeman House 

Lot 25 & E 20' Lot 24 Kitmaird's Addi!ion 

July 24, 2017 

Cultural Resourccs Survey Information: 

Rating: 
Construction Date: 
Condition: 
Us e: 

Outstanding 
c,1922 
Good 
Residential 

Style: 
Architect/Bullder: 
Integl'ity: 

Colonial Revival 
Unknown 
Unaltered 



Reason for Application: 

Recognizing the architectural and historieal significance of this property to the Fmt Wayne community, 
the owners, Paul Holman and Palricia Williams, prepared a "Petition for Historic Property or District 
Designa!ion." The completed petition was signed on June 28, and it was submitted to the Historic 
Preservation Commission on June 29,2017. The petition requests local historic disttict designation of the 
D1·. Robert and Susie McKeeman House at 724 W. Packard Avenue. 

Staff Comments: 

Crlteria for Local Historic Designation: 

Section151.030 (titled Local Histot'ic Districts) of the Fort Wayne Historic Preservation and Protection 
orctinanee allows for the designation ofhistoric districts. The orclinanee provid es that: 

A local histmic district shall not be established uniess the proposed map includes a building, groups of 
buildings, stmctures, sites, objects, streetscapes, or neighborhoods which meet at !east one of the 
following criteria: 

(1) Are associated with the events U1at have made a significant contrihution to the broad 
pattems of our history; 

(2) Are associated with the Jives of persons significant in our past; 
(3) Embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of coJlstruction, that 

t'epresent the work of a master, passess high artistic values, Ol' that repl'esent a significant 
and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction; andfor 

(4) Have yielded, or may be !ike ly to yield, information impotiant to prehistory or histmy. 

fn applying the criteria set forth in the ordinance, histeric preservation staffhas determ in ed that the Dr. 
Robert and Susie McKeeman House meets two of the four possible cl'iteria for Local Histori e 
Designation. The house is significant under Criterion two (2) for its association with Dr. Roboti 
McKeeman, one of For! Wayne's first physicians trained locally at the Fort Wayne Medical Co!Iege. Tite 
house is also significant under Criterion tluee (3) under the area of architecture. It is an outstanding 
example of the Colonial Revival architeetural sty le in Fo rt Wayne. The D1·. Robert and Sus i e McKeeman 
House was built c.l922. The property also conlaiusa wood-fmme garage in the Colonial Revival style, 
malehing the house. 

Description (Please see the accompanying pltotos): 

The Alex Kinnail-d Addition to (the Town o1) South Wayne was recorded October 14, J 890; however the 
plat was mlative1y far south of the developed area of the city at that time. The Kinnaird Addition and its 
surrounding area saw very little development until the bootn in housing construction immediately after 
World War One. The Kinnaird Addition follows the mod el of a street car submban plat, in that the blocks 
are long, but with relatively narrow !ots. The addition is located adjacent to South Wayne Avenue; a street 
car line that was a short walk from the McKeeman House. To the west, Broadway al so bad a major street 
car line. 

No stmcture appears on the property on Sheet 216 of the 1918 Sanbom Map Company insurance map. 
The housefirst appears on Voltune 2, Sheet 216 of the 1957 Sanbom map. The maps are consistent with 
the information in the Fort Wayne City Directories. The McKeemans first appeared in the city directmy at 
this address in 1923. 

The Dr. Robert and Susie Mc.Keeman House was built c.l922. The house is located on the north side of 
West Packard Avenue between South Wayne Avenue and Indiana Avenue. The property is located within 
the South Wayne Histeric District, listed on the National Register of Histori e Places in 1992. 
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The Dr. Robert and Susie McKeeman Houseisa relatively large, side-gabled, two-story brick Colonial 
Revival residence. The house Jms elements that are often labeled Georgian Colonial RevivaL The 
McKeeman house has a rectangular plan with interior brick chimneys located at each gable end. The 
gable ends have cornice returns; a friezeboard stretches ac ross lhe fw;ade. There is a gabled fl'Ont porch 
cen!ered on !he fa9ade. On the rear, at the northeast comer, thereis a rectangular one-story section with a 
flat roof. Near the northwesl corner of the housethereis an open back porch, al so with a flat roof. 

The McKeeman House was built (sti'Uctumlly) as a fhune house with a fine quality running bond brick 
veneer. It has a water table of soldiered brick at the base ofthe walls, and the b1·ick continues below the 
water table tomeet grade. The fa9ade is quite symmetrical; it is carefully halaneed with the centered 
porch. The porch has a gabled roof with an open pediment and open ceiling. The porch shelters a fonnal 
fi·ont door opening. The opening has an elliptical arch that is suppmted by two multi-pane sidelights. 
There are recessed panels beneath the sidelights. An clliptical fanlight fills the area above the Colonial 
door and a modem storm door. 

The porch is exquisite in its details. The open pediment has comice t·etums on each side that are 
supporteel by nmltiple small brackets above box beams with numerous fine moldings. Malehing brackets 
also fill the gable above the box beams, The box beams are supporteel by two fluted classical columns. 
The columns rest on a solid floor of Ilmestone on a base ofbrick; the steps from grade are also Ihnestone 
with brick risers. The porch is finished with malehing wood benches oneach side. The scroll-cut ends of 
the benches suppmt simple, shaped seats. The seatbacks have four recessed panels on both the fi·ont and 
the back. Although the benches are open below the seats, the benches eiTec!ively serve the function of 
balustrades at the side ofthe porch. There are i ron handrails at eaeh side of the steps to the porch. Thereis 
a deearalive iron pendant light fixture centered, and hanging from the porch ceiling. 

The fa9ade is completed in its sy:mme!Jy by the pattern of window openings. A shallow oriel bay window 
is centered above the fi·ont porch. It conlaius a pair of eight-light casement windows that are accented by 
three moelillions above the window; there is also a heavy, banded silllocated beneath the window that is 
snppotted by three brackets. Oneach side of this vettical compositian ofporch and casement windows, 
there are four windows; two up and two down. The fmn· second-stoJy windows terminate at the hattom of 
the fi·iezeboard. The four first-story windows, and the fi·ont door opening, are all topped by soldiered 
brick. These windows are all eight-over-one double-hung sash, and each is finished by a timestone sill. 
The house is completed by pah·s ofmodillions on the soffits that aecent each comer of the house, 

The symmetrlcal presentation of the house is completed by a concrete sidewalk that Ieads from the public 
sidewalk to the front porch. The landscaping is also symmetl'ical in design, with a broad, flat lawn in fi'Ont 
of the house. 

A two car detached gm·age is located behind thehouse at !he no1'thwes! come1· of the lot. The garage is 
reached from the alley in the rear. It is wood-frame with a side-gabled roof (parallel to the all ey) with 
cornice returns. A simple fl'iezeboard is used in the gables and at the fi·ont and real' ofthe garage. Wood 
clapboard siding and cornerboards finish the walls. Thereis a single gm·age door that iaces the alley. A 
wood privacy fence en eloses tl1e rear yard. 

An addition to the kitchen was added at the rear of the house in 2007. The addition is not subject to public 
view. 
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1957 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, Vol. 2, sheet 216 

The 1957 Fo rt Wayne Sanborn Fire Jnsurance Map (above) shows the house and its irnmediate 
environment in 1957. The map illustrates that littlehas changed on the propmty. Thefront porch is not 
shown on the map; however that appears to be an oversight. 
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Significance for Association with Robert B. McKeeman, M.D.: 

The Dr. Robert and Susie McKeeman House is locally significant for its association with Robert 
Benjamin McKeeman, M.D. Doctor McKeernan was born on a fium near Hoagland, Allen Coun1y, on 
February 27, 1874. He was the youngest of 12 children; both his parents were natives ofireland. 

Robett Benjamin McKeeman attended the Hoagland public schools, He attended Taylor Universi1y at 
Upland, and al so the nonnai sebool at Marion. He taught for two yeat·s in public schools in Allen Cmmty. 
After teaching, McKceman enrolled in the Fott Wayne Medical College in 1894; he graduated in 1897. 
As an M.D., he first practiced medicine at Monroe in Adams County. Dr. McKeeman married Susie 
Hocker of Monroe inl897. Susie was a daughter of the druggist in Momoe. 

Dr. and Mrs. McKeeman moved to Fott Wayne in 1900. He was a general practitione1' and :fumlly 
physician who wmked from the farnily home at 2020 Broadway from 1900 to c.J922. The house at2020 
Broadway is stiil standing; however it has been significantly altered, with a commercial addition at the 
front of the house. Dr. McKeeman moved his offi ee to the Wayne Pharmacal Building at the same time 
that the family moved to the house at 724 W. Packard Ave. Dr. McKeeman was a member of the 
American Medical Association, the Indiana State Medical Society, the Port Wayne Academy of 
Medicine, and he served as the vice-president of the Fort Wayne Medical Society. 

Perhaps the greatest significance of Dr. McKeeman is that he was Jocally bom 
and was Jocally trained as a medical doctor by his altendanee at the Fort 
Wayne Medical College. Dr. McKeeman then went on to have a successful 
medical career hero in Fort Wayne. At the time that McKccman attended and 
graduated from Fort Wayne Medical College, the school was located in the 
former Hugh McCulloch House at 616 W. Superiol' Street. The sebool closed 
in 1905 when it merged with two other medical colleges. It became Indiana 
Medical College, the School ofMedicine ofPurdue University. A few years 
later the Purdue medical school was merged with the Indiana University 
School ofMedicine inindianapolis. 

R.B. McKeeman M.D., 1897 

Dr. and Mrs. McKeemun had four children, two boys and two girls. Both of their sons, Leiand Stanford 
McKeeman and Donald H. McKeeman, attended the Indiana Universi1y School ofMedicine. Both sons 
returned to For! Wayne to practice medicine. 

Dr. McKeeman died ofinfluenza in 1937. His funeral services were conducted at the family home by the 
family's pastor ofthe Third Presbyterian Church. As evidence of the respeet that he had earned within the 
Port Wayne medical community, the Fort Wayne Medical Society issued a resolution upon his death. The 
resolution reads: 

"Dr. R.B. McKeeman was an honored and respected member of the P01t Wayne Medical Society, 
a mannoted for l1is hones1y, integrity and fair dealings with his patients, his colleagues and 
people at 1arge, and, Whereas, Dr. R.B. McKeeman typified the ideal family physician who has 
played such a great role in the development of our American domestic and social life, and, 
Whereas, Dr. R.B. McKeeman in his devotion to his patents spared no effort or sae1·ifice on his 
part, and, Whereas, Dr. R.B. McKeema11 a1ways displayed the keenest intcrest in the progress of 
medicine, and, Whereas, Dr. R.B. McKeeman was an outstanding rnember and vice-president of 
the Fort Wayne Medical Society, Be Jt Resolved, That the Fort Wayne Medical Socie1y record its 
most profound sonow at the irreparable loss it has sustained, that it express its deepest sympathy 
to the bereaved family, that these resolutions be spread up on the minutes of the society, and that a 
copy thereof be forwarded to the bereaved widow." 



Latc1' History of the McKccman House: 

Susie May Hocker McKeeman continued to live in the house until her death in 1962 at the age of SL 
Subsequent owners of the McKeeman House have included; Allard A. and Avis H. Bcnedict, and Allen 
R. Reed. Paul G. Holman and Patricia Williams have owned the house for approximately twcnty years. 
The house l1as had relatively few owners, with an initial ownership fi·mn c.l922 to c.J962. These 
cimumstances have certainly contributed to the histori e integrity that is stiil present 

Arcbitectural Significance: 

The Dr. Robert and Susie McKeeman House is Iocally significant for its architecture. It is an 
outstanding example of the Colonial Revival arehitectural style in Forl Wayne. While tl1ere are other 
larger examples of the sl yle, and !Imre are other brick examples of this particular house form andmassing 
in Port Wayne, the MeKeeman House stands out (particularly in this area of the city) for its many fine 
cletails. It has clean-lines, and the details fo und on its front porch are among the finest in Port Wayne. 

The United States Centennial of 1876 first drew allentian to Colonial and English Georgian architecture. 
The World' s Columbian Exposition of 1893 strengthened that intm·est and place d a new emphasis upon 
architecture whichfaithfully reproduced historieal styles. From amund 1890, and weil into the 20th 
century, the Colonial Revival style has appearcd in vm·ious forms, the cm· li est resembling Queen Anne 
homes with des i gu elements and details based on Colonial models. By about 1910, the typical 
rectangular form with ahipped or side-gable roofhad become common, although details wer·e fi·equently 
exaggcrated. Houses and buildings more closely copled actual Colonial models tlu·ough the peale years of 
Colonial Revival popularity in the 1920s and em·ly 1930s, but after World War II the style became 
simplified. Styles such as the Cape Cocl canied the Colonial Revivalmovement into the 1950s. 

Common identifying featmes of the Colonial Revival style inelude: a symmetdcally halaneed facade 
with a central door and entry porch; classically inspired features such as pilasters, columns, pediments, 
fmllights, and sidelights; double-hungwindows with multiple panes of glass; a11d prominent cornices 
decorated with denliis or modillions. Although Colonial Revival houses are more common, the style was 
also used for commerelal and institulional buildings. 

The Dr. Robert and Susie McKeemanHouse exhibits all of the key elements of the Colonial Revival 
style, and it retains excellent historic integrity. The side gable roof with symmetrical and halaneed fa9ade 
is strikh1g. 111e central door and porch is a elassie Colonial Revival feature. The compositlou of the fi·ont 
door indudes a funlight and sidelights. The poreh has the open pcdiment, with bmckets and modillions 
found on both the porch and on the eaves of the house. The decot·ative benches found on the pomh area 
rare featme. The eight-over-one windows on the fayade are carefully placed to erilianee the symmetry. 
The McKeeman House is an excellent cxample of the style, and it stands out (particularly in this area of 
the city and in the South Wayne Historic District) for its many fine details. 

Staff Recommendations: 

Fm the reasons stated above, staffrecommends that the Histeric Preservation Commission (HPC) should 
approve the petition, recommend the Dr. Robert and Susie McKeeman House for Local Histeric 
Designation, and submit a historic district map for City Conneil approval. Furthet; staffrecomrnends that 
any motion to recommend Local Historic Designation by the Conunission must refer to speeific 
boundaries that are clear·ly identifiable or identified on a map (such as the legal descdption). 

Stafffiuther reeommends that the Histori e Preservation Commission should consider ifthe property is 
tlu·eatened and shall be declat·ed to be under interim protection under tl1e Histori e Preservalion and 
Protection Ordinance; however staff does not recommend interim protection for this property. 
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Ifthe property is placed under lnterim Protection, the Commission shall, by personal delivery or first 
class mail, provide the owner or occupant of the building, structure ot· sile with a written notice ofthe 
declamtion wlthin two (2) woddng days. The written notice must: 

(I) Cite the autlwrity of the Commission to putthe building, stl'Ucture, or sile un der interim 
protection under this section; 

(2) Expiain the effect of putting the building, structure, or site tmder interim protection; and, 
(3) Indicate that the interim protection is temporary. 

Procc<lural Notes: 

IfLocal Historic District Designation is recommended forthe Dr. Robert ancl SusieMcKeeman House by 
the HPC, the Commission's recommendation anda map ofthe recommended histori e district is then 
fotwarded to the Fort Wayne City Council. The City Co uneilmakes the fina! dete1mination ofwhether to 
emale a Local Historic District. If a new local histoti e district is subsequently approved by City Council 
and the Mayor, the map establishing boundaries of the 1ocal historlc district will be recorded in the Offi ee 
of the AH en C'..ounty Recordcr. In addition, the owner(s) of the property in the local historic district will 
be notified by mail of the designation within 60 days following approval by City Council. All 
designations shall also be recorded on a map andfor mapping system mainiained by the organization(s) 
for !and use management that serve(s) the City ofFott Wayne. 

A building, structure, ol' site, placed under intelim protection by the HPC, remai11s under interim 
protection until the historic district map is approved in an orclinanee or rejected by the City Council. 
While a building, structme, or sile is under interim protection under this seoti on: 

(l) The building, structure, or sile may not be demolished or moved; and, 
(2) The exterior appearance of the building, structure, or sile may noi be conspicuously 

changed by addition, reconstwction, or alteration. 
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Dr. Robert and Susie McKecmanHouse, fayade, looking north; July 11, 2017. 

Dr. Robett and Susie McKeeman House, front porch, looking northwest; Ju ly 11, 2017. 



Dr. Robert and Susie McKeeman House, detail s of front porch, door, and benches, looking north; July 11, 

2017. 

Dr. Robert and Susie McKeeman House, garage on the alley, looking southwest; July 11, 2017. 
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EXHIBIT 

DR. ROBERT AND SUSIE MCKEEMAN HOUSE j -r;A--+---
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