




 
City of Fort Wayne Common Council 

DIGEST SHEET 
              

 

                                              Department of Planning Services   
 
Title of Ordinance:      Right of Way Vacation  
Case Number:   VALY-2024-0001 
Bill Number:     G-24-02-16 
Council District:  5 – Geoff Paddock 
              
Introduction Date:  February 27, 2024 
 
Public Hearing Date: March 12, 2024 to be heard by Council 
 
Next Council Action: Ordinance will return to Council after recommendation by reviewing 

agencies. 
                
 
Synopsis of Ordinance: To vacate an unused alley within the plat of Deer Park Addition. 
  
Location: Northeast of and behind 1300 Leesburg Road. 
  
Reason for Request: To accommodate continued development of the University of St. 

Francis.  
 
Applicant: University of St. Francis  
 
Property Owner:  University of St. Francis  
 
              
 
Related Petitions: none 
           
 
Effect of Passage: The vacation of the platted alley will allow for growth of University of 

St. Francis. 
 
Effect of Non-Passage:   The right of way will remain as platted.  Redevelopment of the property 

may be hindered by retention of the right-of-way.  























ALLEY VACATION – PUBLIC HEARING 
Department of Planning Services 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PROJECT SUMMARY 
The petitioner, University of Saint Francis, wishes to vacate the unused alley within the plat of Deer 
Park Addition as shown on the maps. The alley is located northeast of and behind 1300 Leesburg 
Road. The east end of the alley is adjacent to a Norfolk Southern Railway. The University of Saint 
Francis owns the land on both sides of the alley. The vacation of the platted alley in the Amended 
Deer Park Addition will allow for future development of the former alley and the surrounding real 
estate by University of Saint Francis. The alley has served no purpose in recent history. A review of 
historical imagery suggests that a commercial building has existed within the alley from prior to the 
platting of Deer Park Addition through the present. No existing access to other businesses will be 
affected. Staff has sent requests for comment from all affected utility agencies.  When all responses 
are received, staff will return to Council for discussion.   
  
City Plan: Indiana Code (36-7-3-16 (b)) states that any public utility 

occupying a public way or easement shall not be deprived of the 
use of the public way for the location and operation of existing 
facilities.  The petitioner shall provide all necessary easements 
(as approved) at the time the vacation petition is recorded.  

Traffic Engineering:   Approved   
Stormwater Engineering:  Easement Required 
Water Engineering: Easement Required 
WPC Engineering – Sanitary:  Easement Required 
City Parks Department:  Approved 
Fire Department: Approved 
Land Acquisition Agent: Approved 
Frontier:    Approved 
Comcast Cable:   Approved 
AEP:     Approved 
NIPSCO:    Approved 
 
 
    
 

VALY-2024-0001    Bill #G-24-02-16       Project Start: February 2024 

 
APPLICANT: University of St. Francis 
REQUEST:   To vacate an unused alley within the plat of Deer Park Addition  
LOCATION:   Northeast of and behind 1300 Leesburg Road 
COUNCIL DISTRICT: 5-Geoff Paddock 
PUBLIC HEARING DATE: March 12, 2024 
 



Grounds for Remonstrance for Vacation Requests (I.C. 36-7-3-13): 
 
(1) The vacation would hinder the growth or orderly development of the unit or neighborhood in 
 which it is located or to which it is contiguous. 
(2) The vacation would make access to the lands of the aggrieved person by means of public way 
 difficult or inconvenient. 
(3) The vacation would hinder the public’s access to a church, school, or other public building or 
 place. 
(4) The vacation would hinder the use of a public way by the neighborhood in which it is located 
 or to which it is contiguous. 
 
 
VALY-2024-0001   
Bill No. G-24-02-16 
Right-of-Way Vacation – Notifications 
 
The Clerk’s Office placed legal notification in the Fort Wayne Newspapers. 
DPS Staff notified the following by Certified Mail or Hand Delivery: 
 
PIN/Property Address:   Property Owner of Record: 
    
02-07-33-503-001.000-074   Norfolk Southern Railway Company 
900 Leesburg Rd (Blk Of)   3 Commercial Pl  

Taxation Box 209 
Norfolk, VA 23510 
 

02-12-03-102-001.000-074   University of Saint Francis of Fort Wayne Indiana Inc 
1300 Leesburg Rd 2701 Spring St 

Fort Wayne, IN 46808 
 
0.17 acre alley     City of Fort Wayne 
NE of and behind 1300 Leesburg Rd  200 East Berry Street 

Fort Wayne, IN 46802 
 
 
 

DPS Staff notified the following by Email as a courtesy: 
Mark H. Bains 
Barrett McNagny LLP 
215 E Berry Street 
Fort Wayne, IN 46802 
 





















ALLEY VACATION – DISCUSSION AND PASSAGE 
Department of Planning Services 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PROJECT SUMMARY 
The petitioner, University of Saint Francis, wishes to vacate the unused alley within the plat of Deer 
Park Addition as shown on the maps. The alley is located northeast of and behind 1300 Leesburg 
Road. The east end of the alley is adjacent to a Norfolk Southern Railway. The University of Saint 
Francis owns the land on both sides of the alley. The vacation of the platted alley in the Amended 
Deer Park Addition will allow for future development of the former alley and the surrounding real 
estate by University of Saint Francis. The alley has served no purpose in recent history. A review of 
historical imagery suggests that a commercial building has existed within the alley from prior to the 
platting of Deer Park Addition through the present. No existing access to other businesses will be 
affected. Staff has sent requests for comment from all affected utility agencies.  All responses have 
been received, and all have approved, with necessary easement agreements.   
  
City Plan: Indiana Code (36-7-3-16 (b)) states that any public utility 

occupying a public way or easement shall not be deprived of the 
use of the public way for the location and operation of existing 
facilities.  The petitioner shall provide all necessary easements 
(as approved) at the time the vacation petition is recorded. 

Traffic Engineering:   Approved   
Stormwater Engineering:  Approved with Easement 
Water Engineering: Approved with Easement 
WPC Engineering – Sanitary:  Approved with Easement 
City Parks Department:  Approved 
Fire Department: Approved 
Land Acquisition Agent: Approved 
Frontier:    Approved 
Comcast Cable:   Approved 
AEP:     Approved 
NIPSCO:    Approved 
 
    
    

VALY-2024-0001    Bill #G-24-02-16       Project Start: February 2024 
 
 
APPLICANT: University of St. Francis 
REQUEST:   To vacate an unused alley within the plat of Deer Park Addition  
LOCATION:   Northeast of and behind 1300 Leesburg Road 
COUNCIL DISTRICT: 5-Geoff Paddock 
PUBLIC HEARING DATE: March 12, 2024 
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