






City of Fort Wayne Common Council 
DIGEST SHEET 

Department of Planning Services   

Title of Ordinance:      Zoning Map Amendment 
Case Number:  REZ-2026-0025 
Bill Number:    Z-26-05-15 
Council District:  4 – Dr. Scott Myers 

Introduction Date:  May 26, 2026 

Plan Commission  
Public Hearing Date: June 8, 2026 (not heard by Council) 

Next Council Action: Ordinance will return to Council after recommendation by the  
Plan Commission 

Synopsis of Ordinance: To rezone 0.36 acres from R1/Single Family Residential to R2/Two Family 
Residential 

Location: 4036 Westbury Dr (Section 17 of Wayne Township) 

Reason for Request: To permit a two-family dwelling 

Applicant: 501PennAve LLC (Taylor Sorg)

Property Owner:  501PennAve LLC 

Related Petitions: None 

Effect of Passage:  Property will be rezoned to the R2/Two Family Residential zoning district, 
which would permit a two-family dwelling. 

Effect of Non-Passage:  Property will remain zoned R1/Single Family Residential, which does not 
permit a two-family dwelling. The site may continue with existing or non-
conforming uses, and may be redeveloped with similar single-family 
residential uses. 
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Fact Sheet Prepared by:       
Karen Couture, Principal Land Use Planner 
June 25, 2026      
      
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Case #REZ-2026-0025    Bill # Z-26-05-15     Project Start: May 2026 

 
APPLICANT:               501PennAve LLC 
REQUEST:                To rezone from R1/Single Family Residential to R2/Two-Family 

Residential to permit a two-family dwelling 
LOCATION: 4036 Westbury Dr. (Section 17 of Wayne Township) 
LAND AREA:   0.36 acres 
PRESENT ZONING:  R1/Single Family Residential 
PROPOSED ZONING:   R2/Two Family Residential 
COUNCIL DISTRICT:  4 – Dr. Scott Myers 
SPONSOR:   Fort Wayne Plan Commission 

June 8, 2026  Public Hearing   
 One person spoke in support. 
 Three people spoke in opposition or with concerns.  
 Scott Myers and Rachel Tobin-Smith were absent. 

 
June 15, 2026 Business Meeting 
Plan Commission Recommendation: DO PASS  
A motion was made by Paul Sauerteig and seconded by Amos Norman, to return the ordinance with a 
Do Pass recommendation, to Common Council for their final decision.   
5-1  MOTION PASSED 
 Paul Sauerteig, Scott Myers, and Patrick Zaharako were absent. 
 Karen Richards voted Nay. 

 



 

 
 

PROJECT SUMMARY 
 
The applicant is petitioning to rezone the 0.36 acre parcel at 4036 Westbury Drive, to develop a 
two-family dwelling on the vacant lot.  The properties to the north, south, and east are zoned are 
zoned R1/Single Family Residential, with unplatted single family residences.  The lot to the west 
is zoned I1/Limited Industrial with an industrial warehouse. This lot has been vacant since the 
late 1930’s according to historical GIS imaging. 
 
 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN REVIEW   
Future Growth and Development Map, Goals, and Strategies 
The project site is located within the Urban Infill Area. 

 The following Goals and Strategies would be applicable:  
LUD1 - Encourage compatible infill development and redevelopment in the Urban Infill 
and Priority Investment Areas. 
LUD 1.1 -Explore new zoning classifications, updated development regulations, and other 
tools to encourage compatible infill development and redevelopment 

 
Overall Land Use Policies 

 The following Land Use Policies would be applicable and supportive of this request: 
LUD Policy 1- Support and promote a diversity of housing types within the applicable 
land use categories defined in this chapter 

 
Generalized Future Land Use Map 

 The project site is located within the Suburban Neighborhood generalized land use 
category.  

 Primary Land Uses in this category are Single-Family Detached Residential 

 Some Secondary Land Uses are Civic and Cultural Facilities, Multiple-Family Residential, 
Parks and Open Space, Religious Institutions, and Single-Family Attached Residential 

 Adjacent properties are categorized as Suburban Neighborhood and Production Center 
 

Land Use Related Action Steps 
Staff determined the following Action Step would be applicable and supportive of this proposal: 

 HN.1.1.2. Encourage smart growth development practices to support efficient use of 
land and resources. 

 
Compatibility Matrix 

 This proposed rezoning to R2/Two Family Residential is considered compatible with the 
Suburban Neighborhood land use category.  
 

Other Applicable Plans: None  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
PUBLIC HEARING SUMMARY: 
 
Presenters:  Macaya Foster and Taylor Sorg, applicants, presented the request as outlined above.   
 
Public Comments:   
Lisa Foster (3824 Forest Ridge Dr) – Supports project; nice product; there’s a current housing crisis. 
Judith McDonnell (4012 Westbury Dr) – Opposed; neighbors want single-family and one-stories only; 
concerns with traffic. 
Amy LaVassaur (4139 Westbury Dr) – Opposed; not a good fit, keep it the way it is, concerns with 
traffic and safety of children. 
Kirsten Nus (4130 Westbury) – Opposed; want to keep green space; will lower value of neighborhood; 
want to keep it only single story. 
 
Rebuttal: Taylor Sorg appreciates the trees and green space, but this is an undeveloped building lot.  
The neighborhood is an eclectic mix of homes.  There is no ordinance against a two-story home in the 
neighborhood and it is a better value for development and will block the adjacent industrial 
development.  The ordinance and zoning today permits the same footprint of buildings that they are 
proposing.  There are no covenants against rentals and there are rentals today in the neighborhood.  
They want to create new opportunities for new neighbors and families, and provide a hard-to-find 
market rate product that families need.  
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