




City of Fort Wayne Common Council 
DIGEST SHEET 

Department of Planning Services  

Title of Ordinance:      Right of Way Vacation 
Case Number:  VALY-2026-0002 
Bill Number:    G-26-07-04 
Council District: 5 – Geoff Paddock 

Introduction Date:  July 14, 2026 

Public Hearing Date: July 28, 2026, to be heard by Council 

Next Council Action: Ordinance will return to Council after recommendation by reviewing 
agencies. 

Synopsis of Ordinance: To vacate the 12-foot alley located between Lots 86 & 87 in Zollars & 
Swayne's Addn 

Location: Alley located between Lots 86 & 87 in Zollars & Swayne's Addn (Sec 
14 of Wayne Township)  

Reason for Request: To allow for a new home 

Applicant: Ben Gresham 

Property Owner:  City of Fort Wayne  

Related Petitions: None 

Effect of Passage: The vacated land will be returned to the adjacent property owners.  
Vacation will allow for site redevelopment.   

Effect of Non-Passage:   The right-of-way will remain as platted.  Redevelopment of the 
property may be hindered by retention of the right-of-way.  

















RIGHT OF WAY VACATION – PUBLIC HEARING /DISCUSS and PASS 
Department of Planning Services 

PROJECT SUMMARY 
The petitioner, Ben Gresham, wishes to vacate the 12-foot alley located between Lots 86 & 87 in 
Zollars & Swayne's Addn. The purpose of this vacation is to allow for a new home. This vacation 
will allow for site redevelopment. Staff sent requests for comments from all affected access and 
utility agencies. The vacation ordinance was written with a general utility and access easement, 
which satisfied all agencies needed easements.  

City Plan: Indiana Code (36-7-3-16 (b)) states that any public utility 
occupying a public way or easement shall not be deprived of the 
use of the public way for the location and operation of existing 
facilities.  The petitioner shall provide all necessary easements 
(as approved) at the time the vacation petition is recorded. 

Public Works (Trans Eng., Traffic, ROW):  Approved 
Land Acquisition Agent: Approved 
Stormwater Engineering:  Approved with easement 
Water Engineering: Approved with easement 
Sanitary Engineering   Approved with easement 
Fire Department: Approved 
Frontier: Approved  
Comcast: Approved  
AEP:  Approved  
NIPSCO: Approved 

VALY-2026-0002   Bill # G-26-07-04       Project Start: June 2026 

APPLICANT: Ben Gresham 
REQUEST: To vacate the 12-foot alley located between Lots 86 & 87 in 

Zollars & Swayne's Addn 
LOCATION: Alley located between Lots 86 & 87 in Zollars & Swayne's Addn 

(Sec 14 of Wayne Township) 
COUNCIL DISTRICT: 5 – Geoff Paddock 
PUBLIC HEARING DATE: July 28, 2026 
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